
This concert is free to watch on our Music on the Green YouTube channel.   
Online donations welcome on our JustGiving page 

www.justgiving.com/campaign/MOTG

Wednesday 20 October 2021 

at 1.15pm

CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER
LUNCHTIME CONCERT

Clare HOWICK 
violin

John Paul EKINS 
piano
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Music on the Green
Quality music in the heart of Esher

 

Music on the Green (MOTG) is the 

Parish of Esher's musical outreach 

programme based at Christ Church, 

overlooking Esher Green. At MOTG 

we believe that music should be 

accessible to all. Whilst having our 

firmest foot planted at the classical 

end of the spectrum, we seek to  

offer a rich and varied programme, 

presenting live music in interesting 

and rewarding ways so that it can be 

widely appreciated and enjoyed.

Romance  
Serenade

Frank Bridge   (1879-1941) 

Sonata for Violin & Piano (1918) 

i  Allegro: Risoluto 
ii Romance: Andante 
iii Allegro non troppo 

Edward Elgar   (1857-1934)

Lotus Land 

Cyril Scott   (1879-1970)

Chanson de Nuit 

Edward Elgar  

Danse (Prelude No.2) 

Cyril Scott



Programme Notes

Elgar's Violin Sonata in E minor was 
one of the three chamber works he 
composed at Brinkwells, a secluded 
cottage in Sussex. As noted by his 
wife, the Romance seemed to be 
influenced by the 'wood magic' of  
the Fittleworth woods nearby.

When the sonata was close to 
completion, Elgar offered to dedicate 
it to a family friend, Marie Joshua,  
and wrote to her: "I fear it does not 
carry us any further but it is full of 
golden sounds and I like it, but you 
must not expect anything violently 
chromatic or cubist". Marie Joshua 
died four days after receiving the 
letter, before she had had an 
opportunity to reply. As a tribute to 
her memory, Elgar quoted the 
dolcissimo melody from the slow 
movement just before the coda of  
the final movement. 

In addition to their concert works, 
Elgar, Bridge and Scott wrote a 
number of popular miniatures suitable 
for the large market of amateur 
musicians. Lotus Land was perhaps 
Scott’s most famous work, originally  
a piano piece which was arranged for 
violin by Fritz Kreisler.    

Edward Elgar

Cyril Scott

Frank Bridge



Biographies

Clare Howick

Described by The Strad as "playing 
with beguiling warmth and affection" 
and by American Record Guide as 
"simply spectacular", internationally 
acclaimed violinist Clare Howick is at 
the forefront of a generation of 
inspiring violinists.

Clare has so far released seven CDs, 
with another two for unaccompanied 
violin to be released shortly. All have 
received great acclaim, including 
'Editor's Choice' in Gramophone, 
'Recording of the Month' on Music 
Web International, 'Editor's Choice'  
in Classical Music Magazine, 
'Recommended Recording' on  
BBC Radio 3 Record Review and a 
nomination for 'Recording of the Year 
2018' by MusicWeb International and 
‘The Strad Recommends’. 

Her CD with John Paul, British Music for 
Violin and Piano (Naxos), which includes 

Elgar’s Sonata and rarities by Delius, 
Scott, Bridge and Ireland, was selected 
as ‘Drive Discovery of the Week’ on 
Classic FM, featured on BBC Radio 3 
and was awarded ‘Editor’s Choice’ by 
AllMusic.com, with The Strad praising 
“a ravishing account of the Elgar 
Sonata that tends to sweep the 
board…utterly captivating”. 

Clare’s debut concerto disc, British 
Violin Concertos, with the BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra, featuring world 
premieres of concertos by Leighton, 
Gordon Jacob, and Paul Patterson, was 
selected as a ‘Recording of the Year’ 
by MusicWeb International. Fanfare 
magazine described Clare’s playing as 
“unfailingly expressive… she is a 
first-class musician” and The Strad 
praised her “brilliant performances… 
outstanding premiere recordings”. 

Her SOMM debut disc, British Violin 
Sonatas, featuring Walton’s Sonata  
and 20th century works, was selected 
as a ‘Recommended Recording’ by  
The Strad: “a glorious programme...
arresting sensitivity...with such 
glowing affection and lyrical 
intensity... grips the attention from 
first note to last”. The British Music 
Society praised Walton’s Sonata, 
saying “this performance is superb”, 
and Leighton’s Sonata: “I cannot 
imagine a better performance...It is 
good to know that British music for 
the violin is in such capable hands.” 



Most recently, a second disc for SOMM, 
Entente Musicale, a celebration of Anglo-
French music, received praise from the 
British Music Society, “The French 
sonata on the disc is Debussy’s 
spectral, death-haunted work of 
1916-17. I loved the mastery of phrasing 
and pacing of this performance...” and 
from MusicWeb International, “what I 
like in Howick's performance as part of 
the entire recital is her challenging my 
expectations of a more sensuously 
sinuous work as she reveals other 
strengths and parallels in this very 
familiar piece. Likewise Ravel's Pièce  
en forme de habañera which has appeared 
in many recital and compilation  
discs...this new version is completely 
compelling, indeed hypnotically 
sensuous, in its own right...With Tasmin 
Little having recently laid down her 
bow, there is a strong case for Clare 
Howick becoming the leading 
proponent of British violin repertoire... 
A unique and successful combination 
of familiar repertoire given 
performances of the highest quality.”

Clare has performed most of the violin 
concerto repertoire (encompassing  
54 concerti and major works) with 
orchestras including the Philharmonia 
Orchestra and BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra, and has performed at major 
festivals in the UK such as the Covent 
Garden, Buxton and Cheltenham 
International Festivals.

John Paul Ekins

In great demand as a recitalist, 
concerto soloist and chamber 
musician, John Paul Ekins has given 
performances throughout the UK  
and Northern Ireland, and overseas  
n the Czech Republic, France, Italy, 
Germany, Kuwait, Norway, Poland, 
Romania, Spain and Switzerland.   
He has been broadcast on the BBC,  
on Romanian national television and 
radio, and on Polish television.  In 
2009 he graduated from the Royal 
College of Music with First Class 
Honours, where he studied with John 
Barstow, and in the same year he was 
awarded the James Anthony Horne 
Scholarship by the Guildhall School  
of Music and Drama to study with 
Charles Owen; he graduated from  
the GSMD with Performance Masters 
(Distinction) in 2011.  He was the 
recipient of a Music Education Award 
from the Musicians Benevolent Fund, 

Biographies



and receives generous support from 
Making Music, The Concordia 
Foundation, The Razumovsky Trust 
and The Keyboard Charitable Trust.

He has performed as soloist at a 
number of prestigious venues in the 
UK and abroad, including London's 
Wigmore Hall, the Royal Albert Hall, 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room, 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Fairfield  
Hall and Steinway Hall, Belfast's 
Ulster Hall, Bergen's Troldhaugen, 
Birmingham's Symphony Hall, 
Bucharest's Athenaeum, Krakow's 
Florianka Hall, Prague's Martinu˚     
Hall, and Zurich's Tonhalle.  His 
concerto highlight thus far has been 
his 2013 debut at The Royal Albert 
Hall, where he performed Gershwin's 
Rhapsody in Blue alongside 
Southbank Sinfonia.  He has also 
performed concertos by Mozart, 
Beethoven, Schumann, Grieg, 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich and 
Gershwin with orchestras throughout 
the UK.

International Competition successes 
include some 19 awards, scholarships 
and prizes.  He was also accepted onto 
the prestigious Britten-Pears Young 
Artists Programme, and was delighted 
to have been recently selected to 
appear in Making Music's Concert 
Promoter's Network Brochure 2013-14.  
He was also the only successful 

pianist in Making Music's Young 
Concert Artists Competition 2012, and 
as such was a Recommended Artist 
under Making Music's Philip & 
Dorothy Green Award scheme.

Educational and outreach work is 
enormously important to John Paul, 
also too, and he has given workshops 
and masterclass-recitals with great 
success in the UK.  He was recently 
appointed as a piano teacher at  
St Paul’s School, London.

As an early career highlight, John Paul 
was particularly honoured to be 
presented to Her Majesty The Queen 
and His Royal Highness The Prince 
Philip at a Reception for Young 
Performers at Buckingham Palace.
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CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER
LUNCHTIME CONCERT

Wednesday 15 December 2021

COME & 
SING CAROLS

Enter into the true spirit  
of Christmas and join us  
in singing your favourite  
carols to our musical  
accompaniment.

The carols will be  
interspersed with  
humorous and  
reflective readings  
to enhance this  
popular  
seasonal  
community  
event. 

For further information contact the Parish Office. Tel: 01372 462282 
Email: office@esherparish.org.uk. Website: www.esherparish.org.uk

Carols from 1.15pm. Retiring collection.  
Free entry and refreshments from 12.30pm 

No need to book. COVID restrictions may apply  
   



For further information contact the Parish Office. Tel: 01372 462282 
Email: office@esherparish.org.uk. Website: www.esherparish.org.uk

FUTURE LUNCHTIME CONCERTS  
AT CHRIST CHURCH

Third Wednesday of the month 
Doors open 12.30pm - Concert from 1.15pm

2021 Programme

Nov 17 Mera Horn Trio 

Dec 15 Come & Sing Carols

2022 Programme

Jan 19 MOTG 10th Anniversary Concert: 

 Ensemble Pensiero - Schubert’s Trout Quintet 

Feb 16 Toby Hughes, double bass 

Mar 16 Trio Pierné (flute, cello & piano) 

Apr 20 No concert (Easter Week) 

May 18 Christopher Herrick, organ 

Jun 15 The Lawrence Family 

Jul 20 Belinda Jones & Gamal Khamis (two pianos)

All MOTG fixtures are being kept under review in the light of the latest  

coronavirus situation. Please check our website for up-to-date news. 


