
PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 

All Age Eucharist 
in Eastertide 

 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who  
believe in me, even though they die, will live.’ 

John 11.25 
  



Opening Piano Music 
Prelude no. 1 in C major from the Well-Tempered Clavier, BWV 846 
J S Bach (1685-1750) 

The Gathering 

The minister greets the people:  

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

Opening Prayer 

The following is to be sung together. 

We gather round in this holy space - 
Holy Space, filled with grace; 
We gather round in this holy space 
To do what Jesus taught us. 

We hear the stories of our King - 
Eternal life, for us he’ll win; 
We share his meal and pray with him 
And do what Jesus taught us. 

  



Prayers of Penitence  
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life.  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins.  
Christ, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

The minister says: 

May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis  

Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to the Father. 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to the Father. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 

  



Glory to God, glory to God, 
Son of the Father. 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
Son of the Father. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to the Spirit. 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to the Spirit. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen.   (Peruvian Gloria, A&M 416) 

The Collect 
The minister introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings  

A New Testament reading precedes the Gospel Reading and a hymn  
is sung between the two.   

  



Acts 2.42-47 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because 
many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  All who 
believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 
had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day 
by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

At the end: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 
The Lord’s my Shepherd 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
his goodness restores my soul. 

And I will trust in you alone, 
and I will trust in you alone, 
for your endless mercy follows me, 
your goodness will lead me home. 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 
and he anoints my head with oil, 
and my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on his pure delights. 

And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
for you are with me, and your rod and staff 
are the comfort I need to know.   (tune Townend, A&M 800)  



Gospel Reading 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

Alleluia, alleluia.  
Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,  
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’  
Alleluia.  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 10.1-10 

Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 
bandit.  The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought 
out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice.  They will not follow a stranger, but they will 
run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’  Jesus 
used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what 
he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep.  All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep 
did not listen to them.  I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.  The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have 
it abundantly. 

At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

  



Sermon 

After the sermon you are encouraged to listen to the following Anthem: 

The Ground, from Sunrise Mass 
Oja Gjeilo (b. 1978) 

Performed by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir & Orchestra 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0lD21h4iR8 

Press stop at 3'40" when the work ends, to avoid the unnecessary tailpiece 

Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua; 
Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini; 
Hosanna in excelsis. 
Dona nobis pacem.  
Amen. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory;  
hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;  
hosanna in the highest. 
Lord, give us your peace.  
Amen. 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  
who strengthens us  
with power from on high. 



We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  

The minister introduces the prayers. 

One of these responses may be used: 

Lord, in your mercy or Lord, hear us 
hear our prayer  Lord, graciously hear us 

And at the end: 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace  

The president introduces the Peace in these or similar words. 

God is love 
and those who live in love live in God 
and God lives in them. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  

  



Preparation of the Table 
The following prayer may be said. 

Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
Amen. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Question:  Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 
Answer:  Listen, and we will hear. 

Lord of all life, you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish. 

You give us sun and moon and star-lit sky, 
everything that gives us light, 
light for our eyes, our hearts, our minds. 

You made us all, each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels and proclaim your praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  



We thank you, loving Father, 
because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son. 
He gave his life for us on the cross 
and shows us the way to live. 

Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 

Question:  Why do we share this bread and wine? 
Answer:  Listen, and we will hear. 

On the night before he died, 
when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.’ 

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 

So Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. 
As you feed us with these gifts, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more 
to be like Jesus our Saviour. 

Question:  How do we follow Jesus Christ? 
Answer:  Listen, and we will hear. 

Help us, Father, to love one another, 
as we look forward to that day 
when suffering is ended, 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 



And now with all your saints 
we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, 
today and for ever.  
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.   
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The minister breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

  



We say together the Agnus Dei: 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.  

Giving of Communion  

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

In line with the Church of England guidance on Spiritual Communion  
at this time of the Coronavirus (see separate document for guidance),  
I invite you to pray: 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,   
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 

  



Prayer after Communion  

Silence is kept. 

The post communion prayer is said: 

Merciful Father, 
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: 
keep us always under his protection, 
and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The following is to be sung together. 

Thank you for the meal we eat, 
Thank you for the meal we eat, 
Thank you for the meal we eat, 
Christ brings us life. 

Now let us go out from this place, 
Now let us go out from this place, 
Now let us go out from this place, 
To do God’s work. 

Hymn 

I heard the voice of Jesus say 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Come unto me, and rest; 
lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
thy head upon my breast’: 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
weary, and worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting-place, 
and he has made me glad. 



I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Behold, I freely give 
the living water: thirsty one; 
stoop down, and drink, and live’: 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘I am this dark world’s Light; 
look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy day be bright’: 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk 
till travelling days are done.  (tune Kingsfold, A&M 669) 

The Dismissal 

The Blessing 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Closing Piano Music 
Allegro non troppo - Op.38 no.2 from Lieder ohne Worte (Songs without Words) 
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey KT10 8QS 
Telephone: 01372 462282 
Email: office@esherparish.org.uk 
Website: www.esherparish.org.uk 

All Age Eastertide Order of Service 3 May 2020  


