
 

 

PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 

The Eucharist 
in Eastertide 

 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who  
believe in me, even though they die, will live.’ 

John 11.25 
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Opening Organ Voluntary 

Chorale Prelude BWV 630, 'Heut triumphieret Gottes Sohn'  
(Today the Son of God arose in triumph) 
J S Bach (1685-1750) 

The Gathering 

The minister greets the people.  

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

Hymn 

Rejoice! The Lord is King   

Rejoice! The Lord is King,  
your Lord and King adore; 
mortals, give thanks and sing,  
and triumph evermore: 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 

Jesus, the Saviour reigns,  
the God of truth and love; 
when he had purged our stains,  
he took his seat above:  
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His kingdom cannot fail,  
he rules o’er earth and heaven; 
the keys of death and hell 
are to our Jesus given: 

He sits at God's right hand 
till all his foes submit, 
and bow to his command,  
and fall beneath his feet: 

Rejoice in glorious hope;  
Jesus the judge shall come, 
and take his servants up  
to their eternal home: 

We soon shall hear the archangel's voice; 
the trump of God shall sound: rejoice!   (tune Gopsal, A&M 769) 

Prayers of Penitence  
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life.  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins.  
Christ, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

The minister says: 

May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

The Collect 

The minister introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings  

Either one or two readings from scripture precede the Gospel reading, 
and a psalm, canticle or hymn may follow the first reading.   

Acts 1.6-14 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not 
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, ‘Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.’  Then they returned to Jerusalem from 
the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 
journey away.  When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  All these 
were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

At the end: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says: 

Alleluia, alleluia.  
Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,  
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’  
Alleluia.  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 17.1-11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 
‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him.  And this is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do.  So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 
your presence before the world existed. ‘I have made your name known 
to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  I am 
asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.  All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one. 

At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

After the sermon you are encouraged to listen to the following Anthem: 

God is gone up 
Gerald Finzi (1901-1956) 
Recorded by members of Croydon Minster Choral Foundation  
in a special release for Ascension Day 2020 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azc6c3mh_xg 

Text by Edward Taylor (c.1646-1729) 

God is gone up with a triumphant shout: 
The Lord with sounding trumpets’ melodies: 
Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praises out, 
Unto our King sing praise seraphic-wise! 
Lift up your heads, ye lasting doors, they sing, 
And let the King of Glory enter in. 

Methinks I see Heaven’s sparkling courtiers fly 
In flakes of glory down, him to attend, 
And hear heart-cramping notes of melody 
Surround his chariot as it did ascend: 
Mixing their music, making ev'ry string 
More to enravish, as they this tune sing. 

God is gone up with a triumphant shout: 
The Lord with sounding trumpets’ melodies: 
Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praises out, 
Unto our King sing praise seraphic-wise! 
Lift up your heads, ye lasting doors, they sing, 
And let the King of Glory enter in. 
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Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith  
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. 
Amen.  

Prayers of Intercession  

The minister introduces the prayers. 

One of these responses may be used: 

Lord, in your mercy or Lord, hear us 
hear our prayer.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

And at the end: 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace  

The minister introduces the Peace. 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

Online Offertory 

At this time of online services, proceeds from the ‘online offertory’ are 
being split 50/50 between supporting the Parish’s ministry and mission 
and helping local charities working with the most vulnerable.  

For the next four weeks, that worthy cause will be Kingston Churches 
Against Homelessness (https://www.kcah.org.uk/), a charity which 
supports people who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. 
Supporting this organisation is especially poignant at the moment, as 
one of its founders, the Revd Peter Holmes, Vicar of St Peter’s 
Norbiton, died recently of COVID-19. 

Further information, as well as details of how to donate, are on the 
pewsheet and the parish website (https://www.esherparish.org.uk). 

Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed on it. 
The following prayer is used: 

Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
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Jesus Christ is Lord:  
Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.   
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 

The minister breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

The Agnus Dei may be used as the bread is broken. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.  

 

 

 

Giving of Communion  

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

In line with the Church of England guidance on Spiritual Communion  
at this time of the Coronavirus (see separate document for guidance),  
I invite you to pray: 
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Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,   
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 

Prayer after Communion  

Silence is kept. 

The post communion prayer is said: 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom:  
confirm us in this mission,  
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Then all say together: 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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Hymn 
Crown him with many crowns   

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee. 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
those wounds yet visible above 
in beauty glorified: 
no angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends his burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 

Crown him the Lord of peace 
whose power a sceptre sways 
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
and all be prayer and praise: 
his reign shall know no end, 
and round his piercèd feet, 
fair flowers of paradise extend 
their fragrance ever sweet. 

Crown him the Lord of years, 
the Potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime: 
all hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity.  (tune Diademata, A&M 227) 
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The Dismissal 

The Blessing 

God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
has given us the victory, 
give you joy and peace in your faith; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.   
Amen. 

Closing Organ Voluntary 

Improvisation on 'Diademata' 
Keith Howell-Jones (b.1946) 
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