
PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 

The Eucharist 
in Eastertide 

 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who  
believe in me, even though they die, will live.’ 

John 11.25 
  



Opening Organ Voluntary 
Chorale prelude, Herr Gott, dich loben alle wir  
(Lord God, we all give praise to Thee) 
J G Walther (1684-1748) 

The Gathering 

The minister greets the people  

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

Hymn 
Love's redeeming work is done 

Love’s redeeming work is done; 
fought the fight, the battle won: 
lo, our Sun’s eclipse is o’er, 
lo, he sets in blood no more. 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
death in vain forbids his rise; 
Christ has opened paradise. 

  



Lives again our glorious King; 
where, O death, is now thy sting? 
dying once, he all doth save; 
where thy victory, O grave? 

Soar we now where Christ has led, 
following our exalted Head; 
made like him, like him we rise; 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
thee we greet triumphant now; 
hail, the Resurrection Thou! (tune Savannah, A&M 209) 

Prayers of Penitence  
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life.  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins.  
Christ, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

The minister says: 

May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  



Gloria in Excelsis  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

The Collect 
The minister introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness  
and fresh hope: strengthen us to proclaim  
your risen life and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

  



The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings  

Either one or two readings from scripture precede the Gospel reading, 
and a psalm, canticle or hymn may follow the first reading.   

Acts 2.14a, 36-41 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them:  

‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 
and listen to what I say.  Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with 
certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.’ Now when they heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should 
we do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your 
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to him.’ And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’  So those 
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added. 

At the end: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  



Gospel Reading 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

Alleluia, alleluia.  
Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,  
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’  
Alleluia.  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Luke 24.13-35 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened.  While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him.  And he said to them, ‘What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking 
sad.  Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ 
They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our 
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death 
and crucified him.  But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
took place.  Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body 
there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who said that he was alive.  Some of those who were with us went 
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not 
see him. ’Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!  Was it not 

  



necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter  
into his glory?’  Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as 
if he were going on.  But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, 
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to 
stay with them.  When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.  They said to each other, 
‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 
while he was opening the scriptures to us?’  That same hour they got up and 
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together.  They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!’  Then they told what had happened on the road, and 
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
After the sermon you are encouraged to listen to the following Anthem: 

‘Easter’ (No. 1 from Five Mystical Songs) 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)  

Recording of Sir Thomas Allen/BBC Symphony Orchestra & Chorus  
at the Last Night of the Proms 2004 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7MYRaPalSU 

Note for listeners: in order to appreciate fully the delicate orchestral 
accompaniment, we recommend that you have your playback volume on a 
high or even maximum setting throughout. You should stop listening at 4’26”, 
otherwise you will segue into the second song of the suite (though this makes 
a nice companion piece and is also well worth hearing; it ends at 7’03”). 



Rise, heart; thy Lord is risen. Sing his praise, without delays, 
Who takes thee by the hand, that thou likewise with him may’st rise: 
That, as his death calcined thee to dust, 
His life may make thee gold, and much more, Just. 

Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part with all thy art. 
The cross taught all wood to resound his name, who bore the same. 
His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key 
Is best to celebrate this most high day. 

Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song pleasant and long: 
Or since all music is but three parts vied, and multiplied; 
O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 
And make up our defects with his sweet art. 

George Herbert (1593-1633) 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith  
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. 
Amen.  

  



Prayers of Intercession  

The minister introduces the prayers: 

One of these responses may be used: 

Lord, in your mercy or Lord, hear us 
hear our prayer  Lord, graciously hear us 

And at the end: 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace  

The minister introduces the Peace. 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed on it. 
The following prayer is used: 

Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
Amen. 



The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

  



 

 

 

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 

  



Jesus Christ is Lord:  
Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.   
Amen. 



Breaking of the Bread 

The minister breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

The Agnus Dei may be used as the bread is broken. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.  

 

 

 

Giving of Communion  

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

  



In line with the Church of England guidance on Spiritual Communion  
at this time of the Coronavirus (see separate document for guidance),  
I invite you to pray: 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,   
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 

Prayer after Communion  

Silence is kept. 

The post communion prayer is said: 

Living God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

  



Then all say together: 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

Hymn 

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem 

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, 
your sweetest notes employ, 
the Paschal victory to hymn 
in strains of holy joy. 

How Judah’s Lion burst his chains, 
and crushed the serpent's head; 
and brought with him, from death’s domains, 
the long-imprisoned dead. 

Triumphant in his glory now 
his sceptre ruleth all, 
earth, heaven, and hell before him bow, 
and at his footstool fall. 

While joyful thus his praise we sing,  
his mercy we implore,  
into his palace bright to bring 
and keep us evermore. 

  



All glory to the Father be, 
all glory to the Son, 
all glory, Holy Ghost, to thee, 
while endless ages run. 

Alleluia! Amen.  (tune St Fulbert, A&M 221) 

The Dismissal 

The Blessing 

God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
has given us the victory, 
give you joy and peace in your faith; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.   
Amen. 

Closing Organ Voluntary 

Trumpet Voluntary 
John Stanley (1712-1786) 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey KT10 8QS 
Telephone: 01372 462282 
Email: office@esherparish.org.uk 
Website: www.esherparish.org.uk 

Eastertide Order of Service 26 April 2020  


