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CHURCH SERVICE 
Service Parish Communion led by  

Revd Darren McCallig 
Reading  Fiona Owen, Bridget Williams 
Prayers Bridget Williams 

Musician Keith Howell-Jones  
 

Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
As we begin this holiest week of the 
Church’s year, I hope that the audio services 
we will post on our website will give us an 
opportunity to enter ever more deeply  
into the great mysteries of our faith and to 
ponder their meaning for our lives and for 
our world.  
Holy Week 2020 is unlike any we have 
experienced before, and yet the message  
of these sacred days remains the same as 
ever, and as relevant as ever.  And what is 
that message? Well, the great fourteenth 
century mystic Julian of Norwich summed 
up her understanding of Christ’s Passion  
in these beautiful words: 
You would know our Lord’s meaning  
in this thing? Know it well. 
Love was his meaning. 
Who showed it to you? Love. 
What did he show you? Love. 
Why did he show it? Love. 
May we know that self-giving Love of God 
in Christ this Holy Week, and always. 
God bless, Darren 

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you humbled yourself in taking  
the form of a servant, 
and in obedience died on the  
cross for our salvation: 
give us the mind to follow you 
and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

READING  Isaiah 50.4-9a 
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a 
teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 
weary with a word. Morning by morning he 
wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those 
who are taught.  The Lord God has opened 
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not 
turn backwards. I gave my back to those 
who struck me, and my cheeks to those  
who pulled out the beard; I did not hide  
my face from insult and spitting.  The Lord 
God helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like 
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who 
will contend with me? Let us stand up 



together.  Who are my adversaries? Let 
them confront me. It is the Lord God who 
helps me; who will declare me guilty?  All of 
them will wear out like a garment; the moth 
will eat them up.  

PSALM  31.9-16 
9 Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in 
distress; my eye wastes away from grief, 
 my soul and body also.  
10  For my life is spent with sorrow, and my 
years with sighing; my strength fails because 
of my misery, and my bones waste away.  
11  I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a 
horror to my neighbours, an object of dread 
to my acquaintances; those who see me in 
the street flee from me.  
12  I have passed out of mind like one who 
is dead; I have become like a broken vessel.  
13  For I hear the whispering of many - terror 
all around! -as they scheme together against 
me, as they plot to take my life.  
14  But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are 
my God.’  
15  My times are in your hand; deliver me 
from the hand of my enemies and 
persecutors.  
16  Let your face shine upon your servant; 
save me in your steadfast love. 

PALM GOSPEL  Matthew 21.1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and 
had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 
them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and 
a colt with her; untie them and bring them 
to me.  If anyone says anything to you, just 
say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he 
will send them immediately.’ This took place 
to fulfil what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, humble, 
and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey.’ The disciples went 
and did as Jesus had directed them; they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.   
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. The 
crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!’ When he entered Jerusalem, 
the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is 
this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’  

THE PASSION  Matthew 27.11-54 
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and 
the governor asked him, ‘Are you the King of 
the Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’ But when 
he was accused by the chief priests and 
elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to 
him, ‘Do you not hear how many accusations 
they make against you?’ But he gave him no 
answer, not even to a single charge, so that 
the governor was greatly amazed. Now at 
the festival the governor was accustomed to 
release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 
whom they wanted. At that time they had a 
notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 
So after they had gathered, Pilate said to 
them, ‘Whom do you want me to release for 
you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called 
the Messiah?’ For he realized that it was out 
of jealousy that they had handed him over.  
While he was sitting on the judgement seat, 
his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to 
do with that innocent man, for today I have 
suffered a great deal because of a dream 
about him.’ Now the chief priests and the 



elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The 
governor again said to them, ‘Which of the 
two do you want me to release for you?’ And 
they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, 
‘Then what should I do with Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let 
him be crucified!’ Then he asked, ‘Why, what 
evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the 
more, ‘Let him be crucified!’ So when Pilate 
saw that he could do nothing, but rather that 
a riot was beginning, he took some water 
and washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; 
see to it yourselves.’ Then the people as a 
whole answered, ‘His blood be on us and on 
our children!’ So he released Barabbas for 
them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed 
him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers of 
the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole 
cohort around him. They stripped him and 
put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting 
some thorns into a crown, they put it on his 
head. They put a reed in his right hand and 
knelt before him and mocked him, saying, 
‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They spat on him, 
and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. After mocking him, they stripped him 
of the robe and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him away to crucify him. As 
they went out, they came upon a man from 
Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this 
man to carry his cross. And when they came 
to a place called Golgotha (which means 
Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to 
drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, 
he would not drink it. And when they had 
crucified him, they divided his clothes among 
themselves by casting lots; then they sat 
down there and kept watch over him. Over 
his head they put the charge against him, 

which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews.’ Then two bandits were crucified with 
him, one on his right and one on his left. 
Those who passed by derided him, shaking 
their heads and saying, ‘You who would 
destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, 
come down from the cross.’ In the same way 
the chief priests also, along with the scribes 
and elders, were mocking him, saying, ‘He 
saved others; he cannot save himself.  He is 
the King of Israel; let him come down from 
the cross now, and we will believe in him.  
He trusts in God; let God deliver him now,  
if he wants to; for he said, “I am God’s Son.”’ 
also taunted him in the same way. From 
noon on, darkness came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon. And about three 
o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?’ When some of 
the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man 
is calling for Elijah.’ At once one of them ran 
and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine,  
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink.  
But the others said, ‘Wait, let us see whether 
Elijah will come to save him.’ Then Jesus 
cried again with a loud voice and breathed 
his last.  At that moment the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 
The tombs also were opened, and many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised. After his resurrection they  
came out of the tombs and entered the  
holy city and appeared to many. Now  
when the centurion and those with him,  
who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw  
the earthquake and what took place, they  
were terrified and said, ‘Truly this man  
was God’s Son!’  



HYMNS 
All Glory, laud and honour  
All glory, laud and honour, 
to thee, Redeemer King, 
to whom the lips of children, 
made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the King of Israel, 
thou David's royal Son, 
who in the Lord's name comest, 
The King and blessed one.  

The company of angels 
are praising thee on high, 
and mortals, joined with all things 
created, make reply.  

The people of the Hebrews 
with palms before thee went, 
our praise and prayer and anthems 
before thee we present.  

Thou didst accept their praises, 
accept the prayers we bring, 
who in all good delightest, 
thou good and gracious King.  

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry;  
O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 
with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin  
O’er captive death and conquered sin. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
The last and fiercest strife is nigh: 
the Father on his sapphire throne  
awaits his own anointed Son. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die;  
bow thy meek head to mortal pain,  
then take, O God, thy power and reign. 

  



PARISH NOTICES  
Easter Services - We will still be holding our 
Easter services for Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. These will be 
audio services available to download and 
play from our website on the relevant days.  
Covid-19 (Coronavirus) - Your wellbeing is of 
the highest importance - which is why, due to 
the threat of the Coronavirus and a notice 
from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. 
• There will be no organised public worship 

or events at Christ Church, Esher or St. 
George’s, West End until further notice. 

• Unfortunately both Christ Church, Esher 
and St George's, West End are now closed. 

• We are seeking alternative ways to 
communicate and engage via the internet. 

• There are plans to care for our vulnerable 
members. We are all encouraged to pray 
and give practical help where safe to do so. 

We don’t know how long this disruption will 
last but we know that God is with us and we 
are here to support each other. 
Help & the Parish Office - The office is now 
remote working due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak and is closed to visitors. If you need 
any support or wish to speak to someone do 
let us know via the parish office email and 
telephone. For urgent enquiries please contact 
the Rector, the Revd Darren McCallig (on 
01372 461088 or rector@esherparish.org.uk) 
or one of our churchwardens - Helen Coulson 
on 07506 701454 or Sandra Argent on 
07973 909152. For music or ‘MOTG' 
enquiries please contact our Director of 
Music, Stuart Whatton, on 07816 011621 or 
s.m.whatton.01@cantab.net. Many thanks.  
InSpire - New issue of InSpire is just out.  
If you want to download or have it sent  
to your inbox please see under Parish 
newsletter heading on the parish website at 
https://www.esherparish.org.uk/?q=latestnews

Darren’s Institution Service - In the presence 
of just a few people, but surrounded by the 
prayers and best wishes of the parish family, 
The Revd Darren McCallig was instituted as 
the new Rector of Esher on Monday 23 March. 
Bishop Jo Bailey Wells entrusted the ‘cure of 
souls’ to the new incumbent, while the Area 
Dean, Assistant Archdeacon and Esher 
Churchwardens were on hand to complete 
the formalities. Darren’s wife, Annilese, read 
the lesson (Luke 13.10-17). See report and 
photo on the parish website. 
2020 Lent Appeal - Our Lent Appeal is in  
aid of the East Elmbridge Foodbank, which 
has had an increase in demand due to the 
Coronavirus outbreak. The Foodbank now 
needs financial help to buy food. We can 
help by donating to our Church account: 
Esher PCC, Sort Code 60-08-04, Account 
Number 41150961. Please reference your 
name and Lent appeal. To register for Gift 
Aid please complete the declaration via: 
http://esherparish.org.uk/sites/default/files/F
orms/Esher%20PCC%20GA%20declaration.
pdf, or contact our treasurer, Martin Fuller  
at treasurer@esherparish.org.uk. Gift Aid 
increases your giving by 25%. Please also 
leave donations of food bins at Waitrose. 
The Foodbank particularly needs long life 
milk (semi skimmed and full fat), instant 
coffee (small jars), sugar (500g) tinned meat, 
meat pies, baked beans, tinned spaghetti, 
pasta sauces, rice, instant packets, noodles, 
tinned fruit, custard, rice pudding, household 
cleaning items and hand soap. 

Real Easter Eggs - For several years, these 
Fairtrade eggs, which contain a 24-page 
Easter storybook with fun activities for 
children, have been available for sale at our 
churches.  Due to the coronavirus outbreak, 
they’re not available this year, but they can 
be ordered online through www.eden.co.uk. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien  

RIP anniversaries:  Peter Gilmore, Elizabeth Warburg, John Bradish 

RIP:  Brian Mason, Sandra Simpson, Jim McCann, Peter Wood 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer  
are given below.  

April Time Reading 
Monday 6  Lamentations 1.1-12a; Ps 41; Luke 22.1-23 
Tuesday 7  Lamentations 3.1-18; Ps 27; Luke 22.39-53 

Wednesday 8  Jeremiah 11.18-20; Ps 102; Luke 22.54-end 
Thursday 9  Leviticus 16.2-24; Ps 42; Luke 23.1-25 

Friday 10  Genesis 22.1-18; Ps 69; Hebrews 10.1-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  01372 461088   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

 


