
PARISH OF ESHER 
CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END 

SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
Reconciling - Sustaining - Guiding - Healing 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                  10 MAY 2020
 

CHURCH SERVICE 
Service Parish Communion led by  

Revd Darren McCallig 
Reading  Jennifer Meade 
Preacher Dave Whymark 

Prayers Gerard Harper 
Music & Hymns 203, 507 

Anthem Surgens Jesus (Lassus) 
Musician Keith Howell-Jones  

Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
Today’s reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles is the account of the martyrdom  
of Stephen, considered to be the first 
Christian martyr. His eloquent speech 
before the Sanhedrin, in which he showed 
the great sweep of Jewish history as leading 
to the birth of Jesus, the long-expected 
Messiah, and his impassioned plea that all 
might hear the good news of Jesus, led  
to his martyrdom. The Church of England 
resource ‘Exciting Holiness’ comments: 
‘As the author of Acts, Luke’s description  
of Stephen bears direct parallels to that of 
Christ: for example, the passion; being filled 
with the Holy Spirit; seeing the Son of God 
at the right hand of God, as Jesus promised 
he would be; commending his spirit to 
Jesus, as Jesus commended his to the 
Father; kneeling as Jesus did in Gethsemane 
and asking forgiveness of his persecutors.’ 
In other words, Luke is reminding us that 
we witness to Christ by - through his grace 
at work within us - acting like him. 
God bless,  

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Eternal God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way,  
the truth, and the life: 
grant us to walk in his way, 
to rejoice in his truth, 
and to share his risen life; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

READING  Acts 7.55-end 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed 
into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  
‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God!’  But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together 
against him.  Then they dragged him out 
of the city and began to stone him; and 
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of 
a young man named Saul.  While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.’ When 
he had said this, he died.  



PSALM  31.1-5 
1  In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not 
let me ever be put to shame; in your 
righteousness deliver me.  
2  Incline your ear to me; rescue me 
speedily. Be a rock of refuge for me,  
a strong fortress to save me.  
3  You are indeed my rock and my 
fortress; for your name’s sake lead me 
and guide me,  
4  take me out of the net that is hidden 
for me, for you are my refuge.  
5  Into your hand I commit my spirit; you 
have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful 
God.  

GOSPEL  John 14.1-14 
Jesus said ‘Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me.  In my Father’s house there are many 
dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you?  And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also.  And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.’  Thomas said to 
him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?’  Jesus 
said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.  If you know me, you 
will know my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.’ 

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the 
Father, and we will be satisfied.  ’Jesus 
said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, “Show us the 
Father”?  Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on 
my own; but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works.  Believe me that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me; but if 
you do not, then believe me because of 
the works themselves.  Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also 
do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father.  I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son.  If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

  



HYMNS 
Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! 
Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! 
Now is the triumph of our King. 
To all the world glad news we bring: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord of Life is risen for ay: 
bring flowers of song to strew his way; 
let all the earth rejoice and say: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise we in songs of victory 
that Love, that Life, which cannot die, 
and sing with hearts uplifted high: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Thy name we bless, O risen Lord, 
and sing to-day with one accord 
the life laid down, the life restored: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

We have a gospel to proclaim 
We have a gospel to proclaim, 
good news for all throughout the earth; 
the gospel of a Saviour’s name: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem 
not in a royal house or hall 
but in a stable dark and dim, 
the Word made flesh, a light for all. 

Tell of his death at Calvary, 
hated by those he came to save, 
in lonely suffering on the cross; 
for all he loved his life he gave. 

Tell of that glorious Easter morn: 
empty the tomb, for he was free. 
He broke the power of death and hell  
that we might share his victory. 

Tell of his reign at God’s right hand, 
by all creation glorified. 
He sends his Spirit on his church 
to live for him, the Lamb who died. 

Now we rejoice to name him King: 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
This gospel-message we proclaim: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

  



PARISH NOTICES  
Covid-19 (Coronavirus) - Your wellbeing is of 
the highest importance - which is why, due to 
the threat of the Coronavirus and a notice 
from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York: 
• There will be no organised public worship 

or events at Christ Church, Esher or St. 
George’s, West End until further notice. 

• Unfortunately both Christ Church, Esher 
and St George's, West End are closed. 

• A parish team is helping our vulnerable 
members. All are encouraged to pray and 
give practical help where safe to do so. 

We don’t know how long this disruption will 
last but we know that God is with us and we 
are here to support each other. 

Help & the Parish Office - The office is 
working remotely due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak and is closed. If you need support 
do let us know via the parish office email 
and telephone. For urgent enquiries do 
please contact the Rector, the Revd Darren 
McCallig (rector@esherparish.org.uk or 
01372 461088) or a churchwarden - Helen 
Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra Argent 
on 07973 909152. For music or ‘MOTG' 
enquiries contact our Director of Music, 
Stuart Whatton, on 07816 011621 or 
s.m.whatton.01@cantab.net. Many thanks. 

Emergency Food Boxes - East Elmbridge 
Foodbank has set up a network of locations 
where emergency food boxes can be 
delivered from. The two Esher contact points 
are Esher Green Baptist Church and Helen 
Coulson (for the Parish of Esher).  If you know 
of anyone in urgent need of food please 
contact Helen (see above). Thank you. 

Facebook, SoundCloud & YouTube - Please 
‘like’, ‘follow’ and ‘share’ our new Facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/EsherParish.  
Do spread the word about this and our parish 
SoundCloud and YouTube channels too. 

‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - From 
Wednesday 13 May the Rector, Darren, will 
lead a service of Morning Prayer on Zoom 
at 9am every Wednesday. All are welcome 
to join. Download/install Zoom (zoom.us) on 
your computer or device and, if you like, the 
Daily Prayer app from the Church of England 
(https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps). There 
is a small fee for the Daily Prayer app but 
service texts can be accessed on the Church 
of England website for free, and will be 
shown on the screen on Wednesday. Zoom 
prayers will be followed by Zoom coffee time 
(Zoffee!) and will finish at 10am. Contact 
Darren (rector@esherparish.org.uk) or the 
Parish Office (office@esherparish.org.uk) for 
the Zoom sign-in details. Thank you! 

Music on the Green - We have reluctantly 
decided to cancel our next two Wednesday 
lunchtime concerts (20 May & 17 June) due 
to the ongoing Coronavirus lockdown.  Our 
final concert of the current season (15 July - 
harmonica & piano) is still pencilled in, and  
it may be possible to deliver it online even  
if we cannot convene physically; further 
information will be shared nearer the time. 

Choir meetings - Our parish choir are now 
meeting up virtually, with a Zoom session 
every Monday 7.30-8.15pm during what 
would be their normal rehearsal slot.  Stuart 
is in the process of setting some musical 
homework, but at present it is essentially 
social time!  If any non-choir members would 
like to drop in and say hello, you're most 
welcome to join; please contact Stuart (see 
opposite) to be added to the invitation list. 

Service Recordings on CD - Would you,  
or someone you know, like to receive the 
Sunday morning service recordings on CD?  
If so, then please get in touch with the 
Parish Office or the Rector and we will  
do our best to get them to you. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien  

RIP anniversaries:  Alastair Ward, Ronald Durrant, Sue Adler, Elisabeth Hughes, 
Gertrud Frenzel, Edward Haliday, Martin Collis, Peggy Notley, Jimmy McKay, 
David Fermont, Madeline Bamber  

RIP:  Donald Leeper 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer  
are given below.  

May Time Reading 
Monday 11  Numbers 9.15-end,10.33-end; Ps 145; Luke 4.38-end 
Tuesday 12  Numbers 11.1-33; Ps 19; Luke 5.1-11 

Wednesday 13  Numbers 12; Ps 30; Luke 5.12-26 
Thursday 14  1 Samuel 2.27-35; Ps 16; Acts 2.37-end 

Friday 15  Numbers 14.1-25; Ps 138; Luke 6.1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  01372 461088   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

 


