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CHURCH SERVICE 
Service Parish Communion led by  

Revd Jonathan Andrew 
Churchwarden Will Stevens 
Sidespersons Dawn Davidson, Angela Sweet 
Reading  David Stark 
Preacher Revd Jonathan Andrew 
Prayers Bridget Williams 
Musicians Keith Chapple, Stuart Whatton, 

Oliver Macfarlane 

Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
In today’s Gospel reading (Matthew 15.10-
28) Jesus enters into controversy with the 
Pharisees on the question of religious dietary 
laws. Turning conventional thinking on its 
head, he says ‘it is not what goes into the 
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what 
comes out of the mouth that defiles.’ (v 11). 
As theologian Dock Hollingsworth puts it: 
‘Yesterday’s lunch is gone forever. Jesus 
asks, “Do you not see that whatever goes 
into the mouth enters the stomach, and 
goes out into the sewer?” (v 17). It is a 
crude image. The sewer has carried away 
any mistakes we may have made by putting 
into our body things that the dietary laws 
call unclean. However, the careless words, 
the evil, the lies, and the fornication 
continue to be harmful. Our words and 
actions have the power to defile and hurt, 
and the pain of those choices is not washed 
down the sewer like yesterday’s lunch.’ 
(‘Feasting on the Word’). 
God bless,  

 

MUSIC 
Communion 
Music 

Be still, for the presence of the 
Lord  (Evans) 
O God, you search me and you 
know me  (Farrell)  

Closing Organ 
Voluntary 

Allegro maestoso from  
Sonata no. 2  (Mendelssohn) 

Virtual Anthem  
(marking the 75th anniversary of VJ Day) 
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem   
Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 
Performed at St Paul’s Cathedral by the Parish Choir  
of King Charles the Martyr, Tunbridge Wells  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKZWgbk3yms 
Words from Psalm 122 v. 6, 7 
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem; 
They shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls 
And plenteousness within thy palaces. 
 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
as Jesus taught his disciples 
to be persistent in prayer, 
give us patience and courage 
never to lose hope, 
but always to bring our prayers before you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of our pilgrimage, 
you have willed that the gate of mercy 
should stand open 
for those who trust in you: 
look upon us with your favour 
that we who follow the path of your will 
may never wander from the way of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



READING  Isaiah 56.1, 6-8 
Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and 
do what is right, for soon my salvation will 
come, and my deliverance be revealed. 

And the foreigners who join themselves 
to the Lord, to minister to him, to love 
the name of the Lord, and to be his 
servants, all who keep the sabbath, and 
do not profane it, and hold fast my 
covenant - these I will bring to my holy 
mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer; their burnt-offerings and 
their sacrifices will be accepted on my 
altar; for my house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all peoples.  Thus 
says the Lord God, who gathers the 
outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to 
them besides those already gathered.  

PSALM  67 
1  May God be gracious to us and bless 
us and make his face to shine upon us, 
Selah 
2  that your way may be known upon earth, 
your saving power among all nations. 
3  Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you.  
4  Let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy, for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide the nations upon earth. Selah  
5  Let the peoples praise you,  
O God let all the peoples praise you.  
6  The earth has yielded its increase; 
God, our God, has blessed us.  
7  May God continue to bless us;  
let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

GOSPEL  Matthew 15.10-28 
Then he called the crowd to him and said to 
them, ‘Listen and understand: it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, 
but it is what comes out of the mouth that 
defiles.’  Then the disciples approached and 
said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees 
took offence when they heard what you 
said?’ He answered, ‘Every plant that my 
heavenly Father has not planted will be 
uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind 
guides of the blind. And if one blind person 
guides another, both will fall into a pit.’ But 
Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ 
Then he said, ‘Are you also still without 
understanding? Do you not see that whatever 
goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and 
goes out into the sewer? But what comes 
out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 
and this is what defiles. For out of the heart 
come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 
These are what defile a person, but to eat 
with unwashed hands does not defile.’ Jesus 
left that place and went away to the district 
of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and 
started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by  
a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. 
And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 
‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after 
us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came 
and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help 
me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She 
said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ 
Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is 
your faith! Let it be done for you as you 
wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.  



PARISH COVID INFORMATION 
Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update -  
In line with the latest COVID-19 guidance 
from the Government and the Diocese, 
Sunday morning public worship has now 
resumed with a Parish Communion at Christ 
Church on Sundays, at 10.30am. It is hoped 
services at St George’s West End will also 
recommence in due course. Please keep an 
eye on our website for updates. Your churches 
remain open for private prayer, with Christ 
Church open on Wednesdays, 9am to 6pm, 
and St George’s on Wednesdays, 2pm to 
4pm, and Sundays, 2pm to 4pm. There are 
safety guidelines to be followed and social 
distancing is to be maintained. Please read 
the instructions upon entering. Thank you. 

Help & the Parish Office - The office is 
working remotely and is closed. If you need 
support, do let us know via the Parish Office 
email and telephone. For urgent enquiries 
please contact the Rector, the Revd Darren 
McCallig (rector@esherparish.org.uk or 
01372 461088) or a churchwarden -  
Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra 
Argent on 07973 909152. For music or 
‘MOTG' enquiries, contact our Director of 
Music, Stuart Whatton, on 07816 011621  
or fullorgan@cantab.net. Many thanks. 

Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044 -  
This is a new free initiative launched by  
the Church of England and Lambeth  
Palace with help from Holy Trinity Claygate. 
Following a greeting from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, a list of options includes a short 
talk exploring a traditional hymn, hymns on  
a loop, the Church of England’s weekly 
service and morning/evening prayers. 

SERVICE NOTES 
Welcome!  It’s great to be back together for 
Sunday worship. A few things to remember: 

• Please take the Order of Service and the 
Pewsheet with you. We’ll follow the same 
Order almost every week, so do re-use it. 

• Please ensure the sidespeople have your 
details for ‘Track & Trace’ purposes. 

• The toilet (at the back of the church) is 
open, but please use only if necessary. 

• Our service will be live-streamed on our 
Parish Facebook page. The camera is 
angled so that only the priest and those 
speaking from the lectern can be seen. 

• Face coverings/masks are now required by 
law in places of worship. Exemptions are: 
those leading worship; children under 11; 
those unable to put on/wear a face mask 
because of a physical or mental illness or 
disability; those for whom wearing a mask 
will cause severe distress; and anyone 
assisting someone who relies on lip 
reading to communicate. 

• Communion will be in one kind only 
(consecrated bread) with the priest 
wearing a face covering for distribution. 
Please come ‘up’ the centre aisle and use 
the hand sanitiser before receiving. Please 
return to your seat ‘down’ the side aisles. 

• If you prefer to make an act of ‘Spiritual 
Communion’ please use the prayer in the 
Order of Service, on page 10. 

• Sadly, we cannot offer coffee and we’re 
asked to not stay inside. But, chatting 
outside in small groups is encouraged! 

• Just as we asked you to use the hand 
sanitiser on the way in, please use it  
again on the way out. 

It's wonderful to have you here - thank  
you for coming. 



PARISH NOTICES 
Rector’s Holidays - The Rector, Darren, will  
be away from Monday 10 August to Saturday 
22 August (inclusive). Please see the ‘Help & 
the Parish Office’ notice for the Parish Office 
and Churchwarden contact details. 
‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - There is 
no Morning Prayer this coming Wednesday, 
19 August. It will start again at 9am on 
Wednesday 26 August. Contact the Parish 
Office for the Zoom sign-in details.  
Zoom Bible Reflection & Prayer - At 9am on 
Tuesday mornings, one of our Occasional 
Preachers leads a time of Bible reflection and 
prayer. It includes a discussion of the day’s 
lectionary reading, followed by shared prayer. 
All are welcome to join this informal weekly 
Zoom gathering which finishes about 10am. 
For sign-in details contact the Parish Office.   
Donations - Many thanks for your ongoing 
generosity to the Parish of Esher. Like many 
parishes our income has fallen in recent months. 
If you’re in a position to do so, please consider 
supporting our mission and ministry. To 
donate please go to our JustGiving page  
at - https://www.justgiving.com/esherparish.  
There will be a retiring collection after the 
service today. You can make payments to 
the parish bank account too - contact the 
Parish Office for details and for GA forms.  
Gift Aid Envelopes - Do ask if you would like 
an envelope. To be eligible for Gift Aid, the 
donor, who’s claiming the Gift Aid against 
tax they have paid, should clearly write their 
name, address and the date. An envelope 
with more than one name or no address or 
date will not be eligible for Gift Aid.  
Electoral Roll - In April 2019 we completely 
reviewed our Electoral Roll. You may find 
you’re not on the roll now. If you would like 
to add your name to the roll, please contact 
the Parish Office for a form. Thank you.

GCSE students - Please pray for all pupils at 
Esher High School, across the Diocese and 
the country, receiving their GCSE results this 
week - that despite their anxieties they will 
be able to find peace and know that God is 
with them whatever the outcome. Hopefully 
we can remind them that their results do not 
define them as human beings; we love and 
care for them regardless of their successes 
or failures; they all have a future ahead of  
them which may not be the route that  
they envisage at this stage of their lives. 
Children’s Church-Takeaway Activity Packs - 
We’ve put together pizza boxes full of fun 
and faith for children to take with them 
wherever they go this summer. There’s a 
blow-up beach ball, party bubbles, crayons 
and a wrist-band; as well as ‘Friends and 
Heroes’ activity sheets, colouring books 
and lots of other stuff. We’ve a limited 
supply, so don’t miss out. To have one 
delivered to your door please email 
office@esherparish.org.uk.  

‘Especially, now’ - Stewart Henderson’s new 
book of poetry has just been published by 
Plover Books and has been hailed by 
playwright Willy Russell as ‘a dazzlingly defiant 
collection - both gloriously now and timeless’.  
The book can be ordered from Stewart and 
Carol’s website - www.stewart-henderson.com 
- for £6.99, plus £2.50 P&P. Or you could ask 
the poet directly, as he has copies in his car!  

Shop Online & Fundraise - The website 
easyfundraising.org.uk turns your everyday 
online shopping into donations for the 
Parish, at no cost at all to you. Just visit 
your favourite retailers through the link: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
pccesher/ - and then shop as normal. 

Amazon - You can also fundraise for the 
Parish when you shop with Amazon via 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134847-0 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those with worries: All students and school pupils across the country - those who 
have already received their A-level results and those who are about to receive their 
GCSE results this week.  

Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien, 
Viola Mason, Helena Miller  

RIP Anniversaries:  Michael Dixon, Midge Barraclough, Margaret Corbett, Mary Eccles 

RIP:  Sarah Tweedle 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer  
are given below.  

August Time Reading 
Monday 17  1 Samuel 24; Ps 71; Acts 3.11-end 
Tuesday 18 9.00-10.00am 1 Samuel 26; Ps 73; Acts 4.1-12 

Wednesday 19 8.50-9.30am 1 Samuel 28.3-end; Ps 77; Acts 4.13-31 
Thursday 20  1 Samuel 31; Ps 78.1-39; Acts 4.32.5.11 

Friday 21  2 Samuel 1; Ps 55; Acts 5.12-26 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
August Time Event  

Monday 17 All day Parish office on holiday (Aug 17-24 incl.) 
7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 

Tuesday 18 9.00-10.00am Bible Reflection & Prayer, Zoom 
on Tuesday mornings Sunday 23 10.30am Parish Communion, Christ Church 

Monday 24 5.45-8.00pm Choir garden gatherings, Member’s home 
Tuesday 25 9.00-10.00am Bible Reflection & Prayer, Zoom 

on Tuesday mornings Wednesday 26 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church open  Wednesday, 9am to 6pm 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  01372 461088   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk    

 


