
PARISH OF ESHER 
CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END 

SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
Reconciling - Sustaining - Guiding - Healing 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                  17 MAY 2020
 

CHURCH SERVICE 
Service Parish Communion led by  

Revd Darren McCallig 
Reading  Bridget Williams 
Preacher Revd Darren McCallig 

Prayers Juliet Philip 
Music & Hymns 212, 505  

Anthem Sing ye to the Lord (Bairstow) 
Musician Keith Howell-Jones  

Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
This morning’s first reading (Acts 17.22-31) 
is the account of Paul preaching to the 
Athenians at the Areopagus. Paul’s 
remarkable sermon has long been studied 
as a model of ‘inculturation’ - presenting the 
Gospel in ways which resonate with local 
philosophical and cultural thought patterns. 
So, for example, Paul uses language straight 
out of Greek stoic philosophy when he 
speaks of ‘The God who made the world 
and everything in it’ (v. 24). He quotes the 
Greek philosopher Epimenides in verse 28 
when he says of the Divine, ‘In him we live 
and move and have our being’; and he 
borrows a line from the well-known Greek 
poet Aratus when he claims ‘For we too  
are his offspring’ (v. 28). 
In other words, Paul engages his hearers by 
using their own language and philosophy to 
establish common ground. He then builds 
on this shared foundation to present the 
Good News of Jesus. And that’s a lesson  
as relevant in Esher as in Athens! 
God bless,  

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to 
your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father.  
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water  
of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now 
and for ever.  
Amen. 

READING  Acts 17.22-31 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus 
and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way.  For as I 
went through the city and looked carefully 
at the objects of your worship, I found 
among them an altar with the inscription, 
“To an unknown god.” What therefore 
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim  
to you.  The God who made the world  
and everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, nor is he served 
by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all 
mortals life and breath and all things. 
From one ancestor he made all nations to 



inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted 
the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they 
would live, so that they would search for 
God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him - though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us. For “In him we live and 
move and have our being”; as even some 
of your own poets have said, “For we too 
are his offspring.” Since we are God’s 
offspring, we ought not to think that the 
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination 
of mortals.  While God has overlooked  
the times of human ignorance, now he 
commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from  
the dead.’ 

PSALM  66.7-end 
7  who rules by his might for ever, whose 
eyes keep watch on the nations - let the 
rebellious not exalt themselves. Selah 
8  Bless our God, O peoples, let the 
sound of his praise be heard, 
9  who has kept us among the living, and 
has not let our feet slip.  
10  For you, O God, have tested us; you 
have tried us as silver is tried.  
11  You brought us into the net; you laid 
burdens on our backs;  
12  you let people ride over our heads; we 
went through fire and through water; yet 
you have brought us out to a spacious place. 
13  I will come into your house with 
burnt-offerings; I will pay you my vows,  
14  those that my lips uttered and my 
mouth promised when I was in trouble. 

15  I will offer to you burnt-offerings of 
fatlings, with the smoke of the sacrifice of 
rams; I will make an offering of bulls and 
goats. Selah  
16  Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
and I will tell what he has done for me.  
17  I cried aloud to him, and he was 
extolled with my tongue.  
18  If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord would not have listened.  
19  But truly God has listened; he has 
given heed to the words of my prayer.  
20  Blessed be God, because he has not 
rejected my prayer or removed his 
steadfast love from me. 

GOSPEL  John 14.15-21 
Jesus said ‘If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments.  And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you. ‘I 
will not leave you orphaned; I am coming 
to you.  In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also will live.  On that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. They who 
have my commandments and keep them 
are those who love me; and those who 
love me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 

  



HYMNS 
Now the green blade riseth 
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth 
   green. 

In the grave they laid him, Love by hatred slain, 
thinking that he never would awake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth 
   green. 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for the three days in the grave had lain; 
quick from the dead, my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth 
   green. 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, 
then thy touch can call us back to life again; 
fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth 
   green. 

Tell all the world of Jesus 
Tell all the world of Jesus, 
our Saviour, Lord and King; 
and let the whole creation 
of his salvation sing: 
proclaim his glorious greatness, 
in nature and in grace; 
Creator and Redeemer, 
the Lord of time and space. 

Tell all the world of Jesus, 
that everyone may find 
the joy of his forgiveness - 
true peace of heart and mind: 
proclaim his perfect goodness, 
his deep, unfailing care; 
his love so rich in mercy, 
a love beyond compare. 

Tell all the world of Jesus, 
that everyone may know 
of his almighty triumph 
defeating every foe: 
proclaim his coming glory, 
when sin is overthrown 
and he shall reign in splendour – 
the King upon his throne! 

  



PARISH NOTICES  
Covid-19 (Coronavirus) - Your wellbeing is of 
the highest importance - which is why, due to 
the threat of the Coronavirus and a notice 
from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York: 
• There will be no organised public worship 

or events at Christ Church, Esher or St. 
George’s, West End until further notice. 

• Unfortunately both Christ Church, Esher 
and St George's, West End are closed. 

• A parish team is helping our vulnerable 
members. All are encouraged to pray and 
give practical help where safe to do so. 

We don’t know how long this disruption will 
last but we know that God is with us and we 
are here to support each other. 

Help & the Parish Office - The office is 
working remotely due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak and is closed. If you need support 
do let us know via the parish office email 
and telephone. For urgent enquiries do 
please contact the Rector, the Revd Darren 
McCallig (rector@esherparish.org.uk or 
01372 461088) or a churchwarden - Helen 
Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra Argent 
on 07973 909152. For music or ‘MOTG' 
enquiries contact our Director of Music, 
Stuart Whatton, on 07816 011621 or 
s.m.whatton.01@cantab.net. Many thanks. 

Emergency Food Boxes - East Elmbridge 
Foodbank has set up a network of locations 
where emergency food boxes can be 
delivered from. The two Esher contact points 
are Esher Green Baptist Church and Helen 
Coulson (for the Parish of Esher).  If you know 
of anyone in urgent need of food please 
contact Helen (see above). Thank you. 

Facebook, SoundCloud & YouTube - Please 
‘like’, ‘follow’ and ‘share’ our new Facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/EsherParish.  
Do spread the word about this and our parish 
SoundCloud and YouTube channels too. 

‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Every 
Wednesday the Rector, Darren, leads a 
service of Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9am. 
All are welcome to join. Download/install 
Zoom (zoom.us) on your computer or 
device and also , if you like, the Daily  
Prayer app from the Church of England 
(https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps). There 
is a small fee for the Daily Prayer app but 
service texts can be found on the Church of 
England website for free, and will be shown 
on the screen. Zoom prayers will be followed 
by coffee time (Zoffee!) finishing at 10am. 
Contact Darren (rector@esherparish.org.uk) or 
the Parish Office (office@esherparish.org.uk) 
for the Zoom sign-in details. Thank you! 

E-Prayers - We have an electronic prayer 
group whereby a weekly email is sent with 
a reflection or meditation idea, a prayer 
activity, prayer starters, prayer requests and 
a prayer for the week – taken from the 
Church of England's coronavirus liturgy, 
Common Worship and the New Zealand 
Book of Common Prayer.  To sign-up 
please email prayer@esherparish.org.uk.  

Choir meetings - Our parish choir are now 
meeting up virtually, with a Zoom session 
every Monday 7.30-8.15pm during what 
would be their normal rehearsal slot.  Stuart 
is in the process of setting some musical 
homework, but at present it is essentially 
social time!  Non-choir members can drop in 
and say hello, all are welcome to join; please 
contact Stuart (see opposite) if interested. 

Music on the Green - We have reluctantly 
decided to cancel our next two Wednesday 
lunchtime concerts (20 May & 17 June) due 
to the ongoing Coronavirus lockdown.  Our 
final concert of the current season (15 July - 
harmonica & piano) is still pencilled in, and  
it may be possible to deliver it online; further 
information will be shared nearer the time. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien  

RIP anniversaries:  Elizabeth Allen, Darlene Rennie, John Tanqueray, David Lankey 

RIP:  Ian Dewar 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer  
are given below.  

May Time Reading 
Monday 18  Numbers 16.1-35; Ps 65; Luke 6.27-38 
Tuesday 19  Numbers 16.36-end; Ps 126; Luke 6.39-end 

Wednesday 20 8.50-9.30am Numbers 17.1-11; Ps 132; Luke 7.1-10 
Thursday 21  Isaiah 52.7-end; Ps 110; Hebrews 7.26-end 

Friday 22  Numbers 20.1-13; Ps 81; Luke 7.11-17 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
May Time Event 

Monday 18 7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 
Wednesday 20 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 

Monday 25 7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 
Wednesday 27 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  01372 461088   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

 


