
PARISH OF ESHER 
CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END 

SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
Reconciling - Sustaining - Guiding - Healing 

PENTECOST                                                                                          31 MAY 2020
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Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
Today - fifty days after the celebration of 
Easter - we come to the Feast of Pentecost. 
It’s a day which is often referred to as ‘the 
birthday of the church’ as it celebrates the 
moment that the Holy Spirit empowered  
the apostles to proclaim the Good News 
that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself (2 Corinthians 5.19). 
However, as Mark Oakley, Dean of St 
John’s College Cambridge, has written, 
this is not a birthday when we look back, 
but one when we look forward: ‘That  
day of Pentecost was the day when the 
apostles knew that the days of fear and 
whispering were over. Boats are safest in 
the harbour but that isn’t what boats are 
for. The human soul needs its sails to be 
set ready for the breeze of God to launch 
us into new lands and places we don’t 
immediately recognise.’ (The Way of  
the Heart). 
So, Happy Birthday! And may the wind  
of the Holy Spirit fill our sails! 
God bless,  

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Faithful God, 
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation 
the way of life eternal: 
open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

READING  Acts 2.1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all together in one place.   
And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind,  
and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them.  All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.  Now there were 
devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard 



them speaking in the native language of 
each. Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, 
each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging  
to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs - 
in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.’  
All were amazed and perplexed, saying  
to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 
But others sneered and said, ‘They are 
filled with new wine.’  But Peter, standing 
with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known 
to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for  
it is only nine o’clock in the morning.   
No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: “In the last days it will be, 
God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams.  Even upon my 
slaves, both men and women, in those 
days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy.  And I will show portents 
in the heaven above and signs on the 
earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky 
mist.  The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, before the 
coming of the Lord’s great and glorious 
day. Then everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

PSALM  104.26-end 
26  There go the ships, and Leviathan that 
you formed to sport in it. 
27  These all look to you to give them their 
food in due season;  
28  when you give to them, they gather it 
up; when you open your hand, they are 
filled with good things.  
29  When you hide your face, they are 
dismayed; when you take away their 
breath, they die and return to their dust.  
30  When you send forth your spirit, they 
are created; and you renew the face of the 
ground.  
31  May the glory of the Lord endure for 
ever; may the Lord rejoice in his works -  
32  who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
who touches the mountains and they smoke.  
33  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will 
sing praise to my God while I have being.  
34  May my meditation be pleasing to him, 
for I rejoice in the Lord.  
35  Let sinners be consumed from the 
earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord! 

GOSPEL  John 20.19-23 
When it was evening on that day, the first 
day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’  After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  
Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.’  



HYMNS 
O thou who camest from above 
O thou who camest from above 
the fire celestial to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart! 

There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return 
in humble prayer and fervent praise. 

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire 
to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up the gift in me. 

Ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat; 
till death thy endless mercies seal, 
and make the sacrifice complete. 

Come down, O love divine  
Come down, O Love divine, 
seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

O let it freely burn, 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my path 
   illuming. 

Let holy charity 
mine outward vesture be, 
and lowliness become mine inner clothing: 
true lowliness of heart, 
which takes the humbler part, 
and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with 
   loathing. 

And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace, 
till he become the place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.   



PARISH NOTICES  
Covid-19 (Coronavirus) - Sadly both our 
churches, Christ Church, Esher and St 
George’s, West End remain closed with  
no organised public worship taking place.   
A parish team is helping our vulnerable 
members. All are encouraged to pray and 
give practical help where safe to do so.  
We don’t know how long this disruption  
will last but we know that God is with us  
and we are here to support each other. 

Help & the Parish Office - The office is 
working remotely due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak and is closed. If you need support 
do let us know via the parish office email 
and telephone. For urgent enquiries do 
please contact the Rector, the Revd Darren 
McCallig (rector@esherparish.org.uk  
or 01372 461088) or a churchwarden -  
Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra 
Argent on 07973 909152. For music or 
‘MOTG' enquiries contact our Director of 
Music, Stuart Whatton, on 07816 011621 or 
s.m.whatton.01@cantab.net. Many thanks. 

E-Prayers - We have an electronic prayer 
group whereby a weekly email is sent with  
a reflection or meditation idea, a prayer 
activity, prayer starters, prayer requests  
and a prayer for the week - taken from the 
Church of England's coronavirus liturgy, 
Common Worship and the New Zealand 
Book of Common Prayer.  To sign up, 
please email prayer@esherparish.org.uk.  

Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044 - This is 
a new free initiative launched by the Church 
of England and Lambeth Palace with help 
from Holy Trinity Claygate. Following a 
greeting from the Archbishop of Canterbury 
a list of options includes a short talk 
exploring a traditional hymn, hymns on a 
loop, the Church of England’s weekly 
service and morning/evening prayers. 

Parish of Esher Online Offertory - At this 
time of online services, proceeds from  
our ‘Online Offertory’ will be split 50/50 
between supporting the Parish’s ministry 
and mission and helping local charities 
working with the most vulnerable. For the 
next four weeks, that worthy cause will be 
Kingston Churches Against Homelessness 
(https://www.kcah.org.uk), a charity which 
supports people who are homeless or at 
risk of becoming homeless. Supporting 
this organisation is especially poignant  
at the moment as one of its founders,  
the Revd Peter Holmes, Vicar of St Peter’s 
Norbiton, died recently of COVID-19. 
To help, please donate to our ‘Online 
Offertory’ using the form on our website 
http://esherparish.org.uk/?q=content/get-
involved, or you can make a credit transfer 
to Esher PCC, Account no. 41150961, Sort 
Code 60-08-04 at NatWest Bank, Walton. 
Please include ‘Online Offertory’ as the 
reference. A JustGiving page will also be 
available soon and will be linked from our 
website. These are extremely challenging 
days for many people, and if you are not 
able to contribute at this time, please do 
not feel under any pressure to do so. 

Shop Online & Fundraise - The website 
easyfundraising.org.uk turns your everyday 
online shopping into donations for the 
Parish, at no cost at all to you. Just visit 
your favourite retailers through the link: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
pccesher/ - and then shop as normal. 

Parish Fundraising via Amazon - You can 
also fundraise for the Parish when you  
shop with Amazon. Support us by always  
starting your shopping using this link 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134847-0! 

  



‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Every 
Wednesday the Rector, Darren, leads a 
service of Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9am. 
All are welcome to join. Download/install 
Zoom (zoom.us) on your computer or 
device and also , if you like, the Daily  
Prayer app from the Church of England 
(https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps). There 
is a small fee for the Daily Prayer app but 
service texts can be found on the Church of 
England website for free, and will be shown 
on the screen. Zoom prayers will be followed 
by coffee time (Zoffee!) finishing at 10am. 
Contact Darren (rector@esherparish.org.uk) or 
the Parish Office (office@esherparish.org.uk) 
for the Zoom sign-in details. Thank you! 

Youth Group - Although Voyagers and 
Pioneers cannot meet, every Sunday there 
is a group Zoom chat at 6.30pm. If your 
young person in the School Year 7+ age 
group would like to join us, then please let 
Dave Whymark (davewhymark@aol.com) 
know and he will give you the meeting 
code and add you to the mailing list for 
other youth information. Thank you. 

Zoom Bible Reflection & Prayer - At 9am  
on Tuesday mornings, Becky Warner, one  
of our Occasional Preachers, will lead a time 
of Bible reflection and prayer. It will include 
a discussion of the day’s lectionary reading, 
followed by shared prayer. All are welcome 
to join this informal weekly Zoom gathering 
which finishes about 10am. Please contact 
Becky (rebecca.warner@gmail.com) or the 
Parish Office (office@esherparish.org.uk)  
for the Zoom sign-in details. 

Elmbridge Borough Council help - For 
community assistance and information 
regarding Covid-19 (Coronavirus) go to 
https://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/news/coronav
irus-covid-19-updates/ or call the helpline 
0300 200 1008, or for deaf and hearing 
impaired residents, message 07860 053465 

East Elmbridge Foodbank - The Foodbank 
has made a film about their work since the 
start of the Coronavirus crisis which they 
thought people might be interested in. 
There is a short version (3 min) or a longer 
one (9 mins) which features more of their 
amazing volunteers. Here is the link for 
downloading both the film versions:  
https://makingroomproductions.wetransfer. 
com/downloads/8a4b7ec671ef6705d1d282
5c496cbab320200526161751/793962224a0
dfba34ace36f8b7373ade20200526161751/
5a6877.  Do watch and share. If you’d like 
to help do get in touch via the contact form: 
https://eastelmbridge.foodbank.org.uk/con
tact-us/ 
Emergency Food Boxes - East Elmbridge 
Foodbank has set up a network of local 
locations where emergency food boxes 
can be delivered from. The two Esher 
contact points are Esher Green Baptist 
Church and Helen Coulson (for the Parish 
of Esher).  If you know of anyone in urgent 
need of food and household goods, please 
contact Helen (see above). Thank you.  

  



National Youth Orchestra - Two days ago, 
local Esher clarinettist Lucas Dick (14), our 
youngest ever MOTG recitalist in 2018, 
performed in front of a 'local landmark' - 
Christ Church! - as part of this month's 
special National Youth Orchestra project, 
called 'Musical Planet'. This was a socially 
distanced, simultaneous, live performance 
of 'Jupiter' from Holst's Planets Suite, 
celebrating the power of music to connect 
us across any distance and put music at  
the heart of our local community. Videos 
from participants around the world are 
available to view via the Twitter hashtag 
#NYOMusicalPlanet (https://www.nyo.org.
uk/our-musical-planet) - see if you can spot 
Lucas and the Christ Church porch! 

Music on the Green - We have reluctantly 
decided to cancel our lunchtime concerts  
up to and including 17 June.  Our final 
concert of the current season (15 July - 
harmonica & piano) is still pencilled in, and  
it may be possible to deliver it online; further 
information will be shared nearer the time. 

Choir meetings - Our parish choir are 
now meeting up virtually, with a Zoom 
session every Monday 7.30-8.15pm 
during what would be their normal 
rehearsal slot.  It is essentially social time 
though Stuart has now set varied pieces 
as musical homework for those interested.  
Non-choir members can drop in and  
say hello, all are welcome to join;  
please contact Stuart (07816 011621 or 
s.m.whatton.01@cantab.net) if interested. 

Parish website - Please do use our website 
to listen to our audio services and to source 
information. All pewsheets continue to be 
posted on the website. Likewise all orders  
of service can be accessed also - look for  
the monthly ‘Sermons & Orders of Service’ 
heading under Latest News. The documents 
can be found in the news item. If needed 
sermon texts can be supplied on request. 

Service Recordings on CD - Would you,  
or someone you know, like to receive the 
Sunday morning service recordings on CD?  
If so, please contact the Parish Office or the 
Rector and we’ll do our best to deliver them. 

Facebook, SoundCloud & YouTube - Please 
‘like’, ‘follow’ and ‘share’ our new Facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/EsherParish. Do 
spread the word about this and our parish 
SoundCloud and YouTube channels too. 

Pewsheets & Orders of Service - If you  
are not receiving the pewsheet and order  
of service emailing each week and would 
like to, please email Melanie on the Parish 
Office email (office@esherparish.org.uk) 

InSpire - If you want to have it sent to your 
inbox you can subscribe to the newsletter at 
https://www.esherparish.org.uk/?q=latestnews 

 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien  

RIP anniversaries:  Christopher Arnold, Maureen Tkach, Leslie King, John Knight, 
Dennis Body 

RIP:  Ian Dewar, Simon Theaker, Winifred Brookes, Sue Garratt, Jill Pattemore 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer  
are given below.  

June Time Reading 
Monday 1  1 Samuel 2.1-10; Ps 85; Mark 3.31-end 
Tuesday 2 9.00-10.00am Joshua 2; Ps 132; Luke 9.28-36 

Wednesday 3 8.50-9.30am Joshua 3; Ps 119.153-end; Luke 9.37-50 
Thursday 4  Joshua 4.1-5.1; Ps 143; Luke 9.51-end 

Friday 5  Joshua 5.2-end; Ps 144; Luke 10.1-16 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
June Time Event 

Monday 1 7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 
Tuesday 2 9.00-10.00am Bible Reflection & Prayer, Zoom 

on Tuesday mornings Wednesday 3 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 
Monday 8 7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 
Tuesday 9 9.00-10.00am Bible Reflection & Prayer, Zoom 

on Tuesday mornings Wednesday 10 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 
3.30pm Cremation of Winifred Brookes, Randalls Park 

Crematorium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  01372 461088   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

 


