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‘And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.’ 

John 1.14a 
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Festival of Lessons & Carols   

Welcome to our Festival of Lessons and Carols.  This order of service is based on the  
pattern of lessons used by Truro Cathedral, from where this annual tradition originated. 

Please join in the Congregational Hymns and in the prayers and responses marked in bold. 

Opening Music 
Leading up to the start of the service, the trumpeter will perform seasonal melodies.  

Organ Voluntary:  Fuga in C, BuxWV 174 - Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

Processional Hymn:  Once in royal David’s city                         [please stand; v.1 solo, v.2 choir only] 

1. Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

4. For he is our childhood’s pattern, 
Day by day like us he grew, 
He was little, weak, and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us he knew: 
And he feeleth for our sadness, 
And he shareth in our gladness. 

2. He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

5. And our eyes at last shall see him 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heav’n above; 
And he leads his children on 
To the place where he is gone. 

3. And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey; 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 

6. Not in that poor, lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him; but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
Where, like stars, his children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)  
Music: Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876) 

Bidding Prayer, and the Lord’s Prayer:                [please remain standing] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.    
Amen.                           [please be seated] 
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Choir Carol:  The truth from above 

1. This is the truth sent from above, 
The truth of God, the God of love, 
Therefore don't turn me from your door, 
But hearken all both rich and poor. 

4. And at that season of the year 
Our blest Redeemer did appear; 
He here did live, and here did preach, 
And many thousands he did teach. 

2. The first thing which I do relate 
Is that God did man create; 
The next thing which to you I'll tell 
Woman was made with man to dwell. 

5. Thus he in love to us behaved, 
To show us how we must be saved; 
And if you want to know the way, 
Be pleased to hear what he did say. 

3. Thus we were heirs to endless woes, 
Till God the Lord did interpose; 
And so a promise soon did run 
That he would redeem us by his Son. 

 Traditional English adapted by R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)  
Arrangement: John Leavitt 

First Lesson:  Genesis 3.8-15, 17-19 
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent's head. 

Congregational Hymn: See amid the winter’s snow 

1. See amid the winter's snow, 
Born for us on earth below, 
See the tender Lamb appears, 
Promised from eternal years. 

4. "As we watched at dead of night, 
Lo, we saw a wondrous light;  
Angels singing peace on earth 
Told us of the Saviour's birth". 

 Hail, thou ever-blessèd morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

5. Sacred infant, all divine, 
What a tender love was thine, 
Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this. 

2. Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies; 
He who, throned in height sublime, 
Sits amid the cherubim. 

6. Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, 
By thy face so meek and mild, 
Teach us to resemble thee, 
In thy sweet humility! 

3. Say, ye holy shepherds, say 
What your joyful news today; 
Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
On the lonely mountain steep? 

 Words: Edward Caswall (1814-1878)  
Music: Sir John Goss (1800-1880) 
Arrangement. Sir David Willcocks  

Second Lesson:  Genesis 22.15-18 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
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Choir Carol:  I saw a maiden 

1. I saw a maiden sitten and sing: 
She lulled a child, a sweete Lording. 

3. There was mickle melody at that childès birth: 
And all in heaven's bliss, they made mickle mirth. 

 Lullay, lullay, my dear son, my sweeting.  
Lullay, lullay, my dear heart, my own dear darling. 

5. Angels sang that night and saiden to that child: 
Now blest be thou and she, both meek and mild. 

2. This very Lord he made alle thing:  
Of lordès the Lord, of kingès the King.  

 Pray we to that child and to his mother dear, 
His blessing to them that maken now cheer. 

Words: Anonymous (15th century) 
Music: Old Basque Noël, refrain by Edgar Pettman 

Third Lesson:  Isaiah 9.2, 6, 7 
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour. 

Congregational Hymn:  Unto us is born a Son 

1. Unto us is born a Son, 
King of quires supernal: 
See on earth His life begun, 
Of lords the Lord eternal, 
Of lords the Lord eternal. 

4. ‘Of His love and mercy mild 
Hear the Christmas story; 
And O that Mary's gentle child 
Might lead us up to glory, 
Might lead us up to glory!’ 

2. Christ, from heav'n descending low 
Comes on earth a stranger; 
Ox and ass their owner know, 
Be cradled in the manger, 
Be cradled in the manger. 

5. O and A, and A and O, 
Cum cantibus in choro, 
Let our merry organ go, 
Benedicamus Domino. 
Benedicamus Domino. 

3. This did Herod sore affray, 
And grievously bewilder; 
So he gave the word to slay, 
And slew the little childer, 
And slew the little childer. 

 Words: 15th century transl. G.R.Woodward 
Music: Melody from Piae Cantiones (1582) 

Fourth Lesson:  Isaiah 11.1-3a, 4a, 6-9 
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.  
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Choir Carol:  In dulci jubilo 

1. In dulci jubilo
Let us our homage shew;
Our heart’s joy reclineth
In praesepio,
And like a bright star shineth
Matris in gremio.
Alpha es et O,
Alpha es et O.

3. O Patris caritas!
O Nati lenitas!
Deeply were we stained
Per nostra crimina;
But thou hast for us gained
Coelorum gaudia:
O that we were there,
O that we were there!

2. O Jesu parvule!
My heart is sore for thee!
Hear me, I beseech thee,
O Puer optime!
My prayer let it reach thee,
O Princeps gloriae!
Trahe me post te!
Trahe me post te!

4. Ubi sunt gaudia,
If that they be not there?
There are angels singing
Nova cantica;
There the bells are ringing
In Regis curia:
O that we were there,
O that we were there!

Traditional German carol translated to English by R L Pearsall 
Arrangement: Bob Chilcott (b. 1955) 

Fifth Lesson:  Luke 1.26-35, 38  
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Congregational Hymn:  Angels from the realms of glory 

1. Angels from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o’er all the earth;
ye who sang creation’s story
now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

3. Sages, leave your contemplations;
brighter visions beam afar:
seek the great Desire of Nations;
ye have seen his natal star:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2. Shepherds, in the field abiding,
watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing,
yonder shines the infant Light:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

4. Though an infant now we view him,
he shall fill his Father’s throne,
gather all the nations to him;
ev’ry knee shall then bow down:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Words & Music: English traditional (arr. Sir David Willcocks)

Sixth Lesson:  Luke 2.1, 3-7 
Saint Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
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Choir Carol:  Nativity Carol 

1. Born in a stable so bare,
Born so long ago;
Born 'neath light of star
He who loved us so.

3. Wise men from distant far land,
Shepherds from starry hills;
Worship this babe so rare,
Hearts with his warmth he fills.

Far away, silent he lay,
Born today, your homage pay,
For Christ is born for aye,
Born on Christmas Day.

3. Love in that stable was born
Into our hearts to flow;
Innocent dreaming babe,
Make me thy love to know.

2. Cradled by mother so fair,
Tender her lullaby;
Over her son so dear,
Angel hosts fill the sky.

Far away, silent he lay
Born today, your homage pay
For Christ is born for aye
Born on Christmas Day...

Words & Music: John Rutter (b. 1945)

Seventh Lesson:  Luke 2.8-16 
The Shepherds go to the Manger. 

Congregational Hymn:  The first Nowell 

1. The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!

3. At Bethlehem they entered in,
on bended knee they worshipped him;
they offered there in his presence
their gold and myrrh and frankincense:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!

2. Then wise men from a country far
looked up and saw a guiding star;
they travelled on by night and day
to reach the place where Jesus lay:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!

4. Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,
that hath made heaven and earth of naught
and with his blood mankind hath bought.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!

Words & Music: English traditional (arr. Sir David Willcocks) 

Eighth Lesson:  Matthew 2.1-12 
The Wise Men are led by the Star to Jesus. 

Choir Carol:  The time of snow 

1. The journey onward to find their rest,
Mary and Joseph, forever blessed.
They travel wearily as they go,
the time of winter, the time of snow.

3. It may not have been winter then,
that certain night in Bethlehem,
but with the beauty of this birth
came the renewal of the earth
as a flower that grows through melting snows.

2. A place for shelter they have in mind,
A simple stable is all they find.
The promise of an angel is all they know,
the time of winter, the time of snow.

4. There in the silence lies Mary’s son,
a source of wonder for everyone.
Within a stable so long ago,
the time of winter, the time of snow.

Words & Music: Bob Chilcott (b. 1955) 
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Ninth Lesson:  John 1.1-14  
Saint John unfolds the great Mystery of the Incarnation.              [please stand] 

Prayers: The people who walked in darkness      [please remain standing] 
have seen a great light. 
For to us a Child is born, 
to us a Son is given. 
His name will be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace. 
Glory to God in the highest 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Almighty God, 
you make us glad with the yearly remembrance 
of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: 
grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, 
we may with sure confidence behold him 
when he shall come to be our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.        [please sit] 

Choir Carol:  On Christmas Night 

1. On Christmas night, all Christians sing
to hear the news the angels bring
News of great joy, news of great mirth
News of our merciful King's birth

3. When sin departs behold His grace
then life and health come in its place
Angels and men with joy may sing
All for to see the newborn King

2. Then why should man on Earth be so sad
since our redeemer made us glad
When from our sin He set us free
All for to gain our liberty

4. All out of darkness we have light,
which made the angels sing this night
Glory to God and peace to men
Now and forever more, Amen!

Traditional English adapted by Gareth Hemmings

Blessing: May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ-child 
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you,  
now and always. 
Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn:  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 

1. Hark, the herald angels sing 3. 

2. Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Music: Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

Closing Music 
Organ Voluntary:  Hymne d’Actions de grâces - Jean Langlais (1907-1991) 

The congregation is kindly requested to remain seated 
until the conclusion of the organ voluntary. Thank you. 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Ris'n with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King! 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King! 

Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With the angelic host proclaim: 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King! 



Minister 

The Revd Darren McCallig 

Music Team 

Director of Music 
Stuart Whatton 

Organist 
Oliver Macfarlane 

Readers 

Keith Chapple 
Jennifer Meade 

The Revd Jonathan Andrew 
Valerie Msoka 
Sue Langley 

Kathryn Chapman 
Jane Anderson 

Jane Tyrrell 
The Revd Darren McCallig 

YOU ARE WARMLY INVITED TO STAY FOR MULLED WINE & MINCE PIES. 

May the joy and peace of Christmas be with you! 

The retiring collection will go towards the running of our churches and our work in the community. 
If you can, please do use the card machine, the QR code pewcards or a gift aid envelope. Thank you. 



PARISH OF ESHER 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Please do join us. All are very welcome. 

Tuesday 24 December 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

2.00pm - Crib Service at St George’s, West End 
4.00pm - Crib Service at Christ Church, Esher 

11.30pm - Midnight Mass at Christ Church, Esher 

Wednesday 25 December 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

9.00am - Christmas Communion at St George’s, West End 
10.30am - Christmas Communion at Christ Church, Esher 

Sunday 29 December 
10.30am - Parish Communion at Christ Church, Esher 

MUSIC ON THE GREEN 

2025 Lunchtime Concerts 
Concerts start at 1.15pm. 

Music on the Green (MOTG) is the Parish of Esher’s musical  
outreach programme based at Christ Church, overlooking Esher Green. 

At MOTG we believe that music should be accessible to all. Whilst  
having our firmest foot planted at the classical end of the spectrum,  

we seek to offer a rich and varied listening programme. 

Our concert dates for the first part of 2025 will be as follows:  
January 15, February 19, March 19, May 21, June 18 and July 16. 

There is no concert in April because of the timing of Easter. 

Do join us for our opening fixture on Wednesday 15 January, 
when we shall be welcoming the Orion Harp Trio with a  
programme including works by Debussy, Ravel and Bax.  

Music in the Tower will also take place as usual during  
Holy Week, on Tuesday 15 and Wednesday 16 April 2025. 



PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS 

Telephone: 01372 462282 
Email: office@esherparish.org.uk 

Website: www.esherparish.org.uk 

Festival of Lessons & Carols 2024 




