
 

 

PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 

The Eucharist 
in Lent 

 

‘For it was you who formed my inward parts;   
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.’ 

Psalm 139.13 
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The Gathering 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

Hymn 

Praise to the Holiest in the height 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 
and to the rescue came. 

O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail; 

And that a higher gift than grace 
should flesh and blood refine, 
God's presence and his very self, 
and essence all-divine. 
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O generous love! that he, who smote 
in Man for man the foe, 
the double agony in Man 
for man should undergo; 

And in the garden secretly, 
and on the cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire 
to suffer and to die. 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

Prayers of Penitence  
Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Against you, you only have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 
The minister pronounces the Absolution. 

May almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you your sins, 
and bring you to everlasting life. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 

The Collect for the day is said. 

Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries  
of his passion, that we may know  
eternal peace through the  
shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

The Liturgy of Word 

Readings  

Either one or two readings from Scripture precede the Gospel reading.   

Ezekiel 37.1-14  

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He 
led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 
were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O 
Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say 
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.’ So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to 
its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he 
said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
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Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a 
vast multitude. Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut 
off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading  

When the Gospel is announced the reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 11.1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, 
he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus 
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this 
he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light 
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of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not 
in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, 
‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also 
go, that we may die with him.’  When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come 
to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and 
saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, 
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he 
loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of 
the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ Then Jesus, again greatly 
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disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 
to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four 
days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ Many of the Jews therefore, 
who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  

The Creed  
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.   
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  

The minister introduces the prayers: 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,  
let us pray to the Father. 

One of these responses may be used: 

Lord, in your mercy or Lord, hear us. 
hear our prayer.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

Let us pray to God, who alone makes us dwell in safety:  

For all who are affected by coronavirus,  
through illness or isolation or anxiety,  
that they may find relief and recovery:  
Lord, hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  

For those guiding our nation at this time,  
and shaping national policies,  
that they may make wise decisions:  
Lord, hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  

For doctors, nurses and medical researchers,  
that through their skill and insights  
many will be restored to health:  
Lord, hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  

For the vulnerable and the fearful,  
for the gravely ill and the dying,  
that they may know your comfort and peace: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us.  
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Father, we pray for Darren our new Rector, 
as he begins his ministry amongst us during these difficult times. 
We pray that you will give him the wisdom that he needs  
as he seeks to lead us in a new form of worship 
and as he seeks to support the entire church community. 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

We commend ourselves,  
and all for whom we pray,  
to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace  

The minister introduces the Peace. 

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus  
we have been brought near through the shedding of 
Christ’s blood, for he is our peace. Ephesians 2.13 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
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Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed on it. 

Blessed be God, 
by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For he is our great high priest, 
who has loosed us from our sins 
and has made us to be a royal priesthood to you, 
our God and Father. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, 
who, in your tender mercy, 
gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 
who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered 
a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction 
   for the sins of the whole world; 
he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again. 

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, 
and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine, 
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, 
in remembrance of his death and passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
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Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, 
in remembrance of the precious death and passion, 
the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension 
of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
we offer you through him this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Grant that by his merits and death, 
and through faith in his blood, 
we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins 
and all other benefits of his passion. 
Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, 
to offer you any sacrifice, 
yet we pray that you will accept this 
the duty and service that we owe. 
Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences, 
and fill us all who share in this holy communion 
with your grace and heavenly blessing; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.   
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The minister breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Giving of Communion  

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

In line with the Church of England guidance on Spiritual Communion  
at this time of the Coronavirus (see separate document for guidance),  
I invite you to pray: 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,   
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 

Prayer after Communion  

Silence is kept. 

The post communion prayer is said: 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us 
that what we do for the  
least of our brothers and sisters 
we do also for you: 
give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all, 
and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Then all say together: 

We thank you, Lord, 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
prepared for all peoples. 
Amen. 

Hymn 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand: 
Bread of heaven,  
feed me now and evermore, 

Open now the crystal fountain 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fiery cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through: 
strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, 

When I tread the verge of Jordan 
bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side: 
songs and praises, songs and praises, 
I will ever give to thee. 

  



 

   

The Dismissal 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him  
a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope, and 
the assurance of sins forgiven;  and the blessing of God  
almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.   
Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.   
Amen 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 
In the name of Christ.   
Amen.
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