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The Parish of Esher is for everyone

The two church buildings, Christ Church and
St George's West End, have been beacons of
faith, hope and love in this area for over a century.

We want to build on this extraordinary legacy by
carrying out crucial infrastructure upgrades at
Christ Church and at St George's West End. This
will help make our buildings fit for purpose not

only for today but also for generations to come.

We're also building for the future in that we long
for those of all ages and stages in life to find in
the parish a place of spiritual support and nurture.
And so we'll expand our worship offering with a

new, more accessible and family-friendly service,
capitalising on our strong links with local schools and those seeking
baptism.

And finally, we're building for generations in our desire to grow
ever deeper in our faith, encourage volunteering and provide
renewed opportunities to those who wish to explore calls to
leadership roles. We also plan to strengthen our outreach to those
in need, both locally and globally.

It's an ambitious agenda and it can only succeed with your
prayerful and practical support.

If you can give a new, or increase an existing financial gift, thank
you. If at this moment you cannot, thank you for considering it.
If you can give more time through volunteering in particular
ways, thank you. Every contribution is needed, gratefully
received and truly valued.



Listening

Earlier this year the PCC circulated a questionnaire to members of the parish
asking for input on a new Church Development Plan. The survey also included the
opportunity to reflect on aspects of parish life which parishioners most value. In
some 40 submissions respondents were keen to highlight the following:

* The warm atmosphere, friendly people ® The wide range of activities offered,

and sense of community. including discussion evenings, Lent
* The leadership, inspiration and groups, Peace & Contemplation
intelligent preaching of our Ministry evenings, the Fellowship Group and
Team. Music on the Green.
e Our strong musical tradition, including  ® Our work with children and young
organ and choral scholars. people and our links — through the
* The style of worship, Eucharistic focus Crazy Craft Days and in other ways
and rich marking of the liturgical year. — with the Lower Green Community

* The open-mindedness and inclusivity ~ Centre.
of the congregations.

Prioritising

At a special ‘away day’ and at subsequent meetings the PCC considered the
questionnaire responses — the aspects of parish life to be celebrated and also the
suggestions made for future development. The latter included:

e A desire to see the church grow, * Growing the worship offering with more
particularly among young families and accessible, shorter, simpler services.
the under-50s. . Building on our community spirit

e An interest in participating in more while also focusing on stewardship.
Christian development activity. * Progressing the Christ Church

e Refreshing the parish website and lighting project and addressing other
online presence. needs in both church buildings.

The Financial Position

It costs about £5,000 per week to maintain and repair our buildings, meet our
utility bills, pay our staff, run our programmes, serve our community and

make our contribution to the wider church.

At present, our regular (in accounting terms ‘unrestricted’) income of regular
giving, collections, fees and fundraising does not meet these day-to-day costs.



What's next?

The fruit of the PCC's consultation
and deliberation is a new Church

Development Plan which sets out five

priority areas for development:

Lighting and other internal work

at Christ Church, creating a more
attractive and flexible space at the
back of the church and carrying-out
the remedial work to the flooring at St
George's West End.

Christian leadership and spiritual
development. Encouraging vocations
to public ministry, investigating lay
leadership training opportunities,
supporting volunteers and running
Christian exploration evenings.

Extra All Age Service. Researching
the views of our existing families and
undertaking a six month trial.

Global Outreach. Establishing a link
with an overseas developing world
parish, potentially in conjunction with
our local schools.

Local Outreach. Investigating the
possibility of parent/toddler events at
Lower Green, strengthening inter faith
engagement and refreshing the parish
website.

At the end of the day...

How do we do it?

The short answer is, we do it together!
As the old saying goes, ‘no-one can
do everything, but everyone can do
something.’

® The church’s planned giving scheme
is the simplest way to make regular
contributions by standing order.

Is it time to join, or reassess your
level of giving?

* Donating through Gift Aid means
the parish can claim an extra 25p for
every £1 you give, at no extra cost to
you. If you're a UK tax payer, then
why not join?

* Many of us have regular monthly
expenditure on media subscriptions,
technology or entertainment. Where
does giving to the work of the
Church come in our list of priorities?

e Leaving a gift in your Will to your
local church can be an expression
of your gratitude and thanksgiving
towards God. It's also one of the
most valuable and lasting ways you
can continue to support mission and
ministry in your community. Is this
something you might consider?

How much we give is a thoughtful, prayerful decision for each of us to make.
The Bible speaks of giving according to our means (2 Corinthians 8.11) but
more than that it points, on every page, to the God who is only love —

giving and giving not out of a sense of obligation, but simply because

that is what Love does.




