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Almost every nativity scene has them 
– the shepherds, called from the fields 
by angelic messengers, summoned 
to visit the new-born baby Jesus in 
his manger crib. I’ve often wondered, 
though, if it was all quite so straight 
forward. Would responsible shepherds 
really abandon their flocks just like 
that? Surely, at least some of them 
thought twice about leaving their 
animals and their livelihoods at the 
mercy of wolves and thieves?

The seventeenth-century Welsh 
metaphysical poet Henry Vaughan 
seemed to think so and explored this 
hesitation in his poem ‘The Shepherds’.

Perhaps some harmless care  
for the next day  
Did in their bosoms play,  
As where to lead their sheep,  
what silent nook, 
What springs, or shades to look: 
But that was all;  
and now with gladsome care  
They for the town prepared; 
They leave their flock,  
and in a busy talk  
All towards Bethlem walk 
To see their souls’ Great Shepherd,  
Who has come  
To bring all stragglers home.

This seems more true to life to me. 
There can, I think, be something of 
the ‘straggler’ in many of us – a healthy 
questioning and a reluctance to rush 
into something when we’re still 
unsure. Besides – as I know from 
twenty years of ordained ministry 
– far too many people have been 
deeply wounded or made to feel 
excluded by religion gone wrong, 
leaving them understandably wary 
of anything to do with church.

Please know, however, that Esher 
Parish is here for everyone and that 
the Christmas events and services 
detailed in this flyer are open to all 
– the seeking and the sceptical, just 
as much as the certain. After all, the 
message of Christmas is that God 
can be found, not just in the birth  
of a baby two thousand years ago, 
but in every human heart which 
responds to the call to love.

God bless,

Revd Darren McCallig 
Rector of Esher
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Advent & Christmas 2024 
We’re delighted to offer Christmas 
services and free events in beautiful 
Christ Church and St George’s. 

Christmas Tree Lighting Up
Launching the season in Esher by lighting 
up the Christmas tree!  The choir will sing 
carols in our warm, candlelit church whilst 
mulled wine and mince pies are served. 

Christmas Crazy Crafts
We invite you to our annual Christmas 
community crafting extravaganza!  
Come anytime 10am-1pm to the Lower 
Green Community Centre (Recreation 
Ground, KT10 8AU) and make a myriad  
of lovely Christmas decorations, gifts and 
greetings cards.  Entry is free!  Children 
will be given a goodie bag and the  
chance to decorate yummy biscuits.  
It’s an event not to be missed.  

Christingle Service
A favourite with all ages, this service gets 
its name from the Christingle oranges 
that explore the story of God’s love for 
the world at Christmas.  It’s a magical 
moment when the candles are lit and the 
lights are dimmed, reminding us of that 
Light which no darkness can overcome.

Festival of Lessons & Carols
For many this traditional carol service heralds  
the start of Christmas.  From the evocative 
opening notes of Once in Royal David’s City, 
through time-honoured readings from the  
King James Bible, to the triumphant strains 
of Hark the Herald Angels Sing, this iconic 
blend of Christmas carols and beautiful 
choral music is an event not to be missed.

Come & Sing Carols
Our Music on the Green December 
concert is given over to festive singing 
interspersed with prose and poetry 
– at times humorous, at times thought- 
provoking. This year will be no exception, 
so come along and get in the yuletide 
spirit with some of your favourite carols.

Crib Service
This is our very popular child-friendly 
service and a great opportunity for little 
ones to come dressed as their favourite 
character from the Christmas story (wise 
man, shepherd, angel, etc.).  There will  
be words and music as together we  
enter into the wonder of the nativity 
story.  The service lasts about 50 minutes, 
so do come along – there’s always room 
for one more angel or shepherd!

Christmas Eve ‘Midnight Mass’
Experience the drama and beauty 
of Christmas at this traditional and 
atmospheric late-night service.  There 
will be choral and organ music and well-
known carols to usher us into Christmas 
Day through this celebration of Holy 
Communion. We promise that the church 
will be warm, and so will the welcome!!

Christmas Day Services
We pull out all the stops for this 
Christmas morning service of Holy 
Communion.  With much-loved classic 
carols and the choir in full voice, we join 
together to celebrate how ‘Love came 
down at Christmas’ and what this means 
for us today. It’s the perfect way to begin 
your festivities on this special day.
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All Are Welcome
The Parish of Esher is for everyone. On Sundays we explore the riches of the Christian 
spiritual tradition through words and music, silence and sacrament. Some of us grew 
up in church and have never left. Some of us grew out of church, but are testing the 
waters again. Some of us have more questions than answers. All of us belong here. 

You can check out some of our services on YouTube to get a flavour of what we’re 
about, or just come along some Sunday at 10.30am in Christ Church or at 9am in 
St George’s West End. Whether you join online or in person, we hope you’ll find a 
community committed to a thoughtful Faith, a hard-won Hope, and a generous Love.

As well as the church services, there’s a range of other activities and programmes:  
a vibrant Sunday School and Youth Group; a free monthly lunchtime concert series, 
Music on the Green; book groups, study groups and prayer groups; ‘Friends’ coffee 
mornings; and much more. Check our website www.esherparish.org.uk for details. 

Friday 29 November 
Christmas Tree Lighting Up 
5.30pm  Christ Church, Esher

Sunday 1 December 
Christingle Service 
10.30am  Christ Church, Esher

Saturday 7 December 
Christmas Crazy Crafts 
10am  Lower Green Community Centre

Wednesday 18 December 
Come & Sing Carols 
1.15pm  Christ Church, Esher 

Sunday 22 December 
Festival of Lessons & Carols 
6pm  Christ Church, Esher

Christmas Eve 
Crib Service 
2pm  St George’s, West End 
4pm  Christ Church, Esher 
Midnight Mass 
11.30pm  Christ Church, Esher

Christmas Day 
Christmas Day Holy Communion 
9am  St George’s, West End 
10.30am  Christ Church, Esher

Parish of Esher - Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 
Telephone: 01372 462282  Email: office@esherparish.org.uk  Website: www.esherparish.org.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/EsherParish  YouTube: youtube.com/esherparish  Instagram: www.instagram.com/esherparish/ 
Parish Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 10am to 12 noon

Christ Church, Esher 

St George’s, West End




