
PARISH OF ESHER 
CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END 

SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
Reconciling - Sustaining - Guiding - Healing 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                  29 MARCH 2020
 

CHURCH SERVICE 
Service Parish Communion led by  

Revd Darren McCallig 
Reading  Rebecca Warner 
Prayers Dave Whymark 

Musician Keith Howell-Jones  
 

Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
On account of the Coronavirus we’ve had  
to suspend all public worship and close our 
church buildings, but we continue to be a 
community of prayer and service. Now, 
perhaps more than ever, we are called  
to keep our focus on the things that truly 
matter - love of God and love of neighbour. 
This Sunday will be the first of our podcast 
services of Holy Communion - with an audio 
recording and accompanying Order of 
Service posted on our website. And in the 
weeks ahead we will continue to use all 
means we can - audio, video and text -  
to facilitate our praying together whilst  
we are staying physically apart. Regular 
services may be suspended, but service 
most definitely continues. Public worship 
may be halted, but prayer never ceases. 
“Oh! May the God of green hope fill you  
up with joy, fill you up with peace, so that 
your believing lives, filled with the life-giving 
energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over  
with hope!” Romans 15.13  
God bless, Darren 

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries  
of his passion, that we may know  
eternal peace through the  
shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us 
that what we do for the  
least of our brothers and sisters 
we do also for you: 
give us the will to be the servant of 
others as you were the servant of all, 
and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

READING  Ezekiel 37.1-14 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and 
he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it 
was full of bones. He led me all round them; 
there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, 
can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord 
God, you know.’ Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 



live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; 
and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood on 
their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to 
me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say 
to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going 
to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel. And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people. I will put my spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’  

PSALM  130 
1  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  
2  Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be 
attentive to the voice of my supplications!  
3  If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
Lord, who could stand?  
4  But there is forgiveness with you, so that 
you may be revered.  

5  I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
and in his word I hope;  
6  my soul waits for the Lord more than 
those who watch for the morning, more 
than those who watch for the morning.  
7  O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the 
Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is 
great power to redeem.  
8  It is he who will redeem Israel from all its 
iniquities. 

GOSPEL  John 11.1-45 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed 
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So 
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus 
heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead 
to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus, after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. 
Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let 
us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying 
to stone you, and are you going there 
again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 
during the day do not stumble, because 
they see the light of this world. But those 
who walk at night stumble, because the 
light is not in them.’ After saying this, he 
told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken 
him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his 



death, but they thought that he was 
referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake 
I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his fellow-
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.’  When Jesus arrived, he found 
that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many 
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 
to console them about their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 
Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.’ When she had said this, she went 
back and called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus 
had not yet come to the village, but was 
still at the place where Martha had met 
him. The Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going 

to the tomb to weep there. When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have 
you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, 
come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So 
the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But 
some of them said, ‘Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?’ Then Jesus, 
again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. 
It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said  
to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead for four days.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if 
you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?’ So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. I knew that 
you always hear me, but I have said this for 
the sake of the crowd standing here, so 
that they may believe that you sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and 
let him go.’ Many of the Jews therefore, 
who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him. 
  



HYMNS 
Praise to the holiest in the height 
Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 
and to the rescue came. 

O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail; 

And that a higher gift than grace 
should flesh and blood refine, 
God's presence and his very self, 
and essence all-divine. 

O generous love! that he, who smote 
in Man for man the foe, 
the double agony in Man 
for man should undergo; 

And in the garden secretly, 
and on the cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire 
to suffer and to die. 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer 
Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand: 
Bread of heaven,  
feed me now and evermore, 

Open now the crystal fountain 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fiery cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through: 
strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, 

When I tread the verge of Jordan 
bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side: 
songs and praises, songs and praises, 
I will ever give to thee. 
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The Gathering 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

Hymn 

Praise to the Holiest in the height 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 
and to the rescue came. 

O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail; 

And that a higher gift than grace 
should flesh and blood refine, 
God's presence and his very self, 
and essence all-divine. 
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O generous love! that he, who smote 
in Man for man the foe, 
the double agony in Man 
for man should undergo; 

And in the garden secretly, 
and on the cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire 
to suffer and to die. 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

Prayers of Penitence  
Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Against you, you only have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 
The minister pronounces the Absolution. 

May almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you your sins, 
and bring you to everlasting life. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 

The Collect for the day is said. 

Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries  
of his passion, that we may know  
eternal peace through the  
shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

The Liturgy of Word 

Readings  

Either one or two readings from Scripture precede the Gospel reading.   

Ezekiel 37.1-14  

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He 
led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 
were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O 
Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say 
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.’ So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to 
its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he 
said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
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Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a 
vast multitude. Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut 
off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading  

When the Gospel is announced the reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 11.1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, 
he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus 
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this 
he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light 
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of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not 
in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, 
‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also 
go, that we may die with him.’  When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come 
to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and 
saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, 
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he 
loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of 
the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ Then Jesus, again greatly 
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disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 
to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four 
days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ Many of the Jews therefore, 
who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  

The Creed  
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.   
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  

The minister introduces the prayers: 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,  
let us pray to the Father. 

One of these responses may be used: 

Lord, in your mercy or Lord, hear us. 
hear our prayer.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

Let us pray to God, who alone makes us dwell in safety:  

For all who are affected by coronavirus,  
through illness or isolation or anxiety,  
that they may find relief and recovery:  
Lord, hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  

For those guiding our nation at this time,  
and shaping national policies,  
that they may make wise decisions:  
Lord, hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  

For doctors, nurses and medical researchers,  
that through their skill and insights  
many will be restored to health:  
Lord, hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  

For the vulnerable and the fearful,  
for the gravely ill and the dying,  
that they may know your comfort and peace: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us.  
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Father, we pray for Darren our new Rector, 
as he begins his ministry amongst us during these difficult times. 
We pray that you will give him the wisdom that he needs  
as he seeks to lead us in a new form of worship 
and as he seeks to support the entire church community. 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

We commend ourselves,  
and all for whom we pray,  
to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace  

The minister introduces the Peace. 

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus  
we have been brought near through the shedding of 
Christ’s blood, for he is our peace. Ephesians 2.13 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

  



 

  10 

Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed on it. 

Blessed be God, 
by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For he is our great high priest, 
who has loosed us from our sins 
and has made us to be a royal priesthood to you, 
our God and Father. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, 
who, in your tender mercy, 
gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 
who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered 
a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction 
   for the sins of the whole world; 
he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again. 

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, 
and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine, 
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, 
in remembrance of his death and passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
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Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, 
in remembrance of the precious death and passion, 
the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension 
of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
we offer you through him this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Grant that by his merits and death, 
and through faith in his blood, 
we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins 
and all other benefits of his passion. 
Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, 
to offer you any sacrifice, 
yet we pray that you will accept this 
the duty and service that we owe. 
Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences, 
and fill us all who share in this holy communion 
with your grace and heavenly blessing; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.   
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The minister breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Giving of Communion  

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

In line with the Church of England guidance on Spiritual Communion  
at this time of the Coronavirus (see separate document for guidance),  
I invite you to pray: 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,   
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 

Prayer after Communion  

Silence is kept. 

The post communion prayer is said: 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us 
that what we do for the  
least of our brothers and sisters 
we do also for you: 
give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all, 
and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Then all say together: 

We thank you, Lord, 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
prepared for all peoples. 
Amen. 

Hymn 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand: 
Bread of heaven,  
feed me now and evermore, 

Open now the crystal fountain 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fiery cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through: 
strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, 

When I tread the verge of Jordan 
bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side: 
songs and praises, songs and praises, 
I will ever give to thee. 

  



 

   

The Dismissal 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him  
a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope, and 
the assurance of sins forgiven;  and the blessing of God  
almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.   
Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.   
Amen 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 
In the name of Christ.   
Amen.
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PARISH NOTICES  
Welcome to New Rector - We are extremely 
delighted to now have Revd Darren McCallig 
as our Rector. Darren comes to us from his 
previous post as Senior Chaplain in the 
Anglican Chaplaincy in Norway.   
Darren’s Institution Service - In the presence 
of a handful of people, surrounded by the 
prayers and best wishes of the parish family, 
The Revd Darren McCallig was instituted as 
the new Rector of Esher on the evening of 
Monday 23 March. The Right Revd Dr Jo 
Bailey Wells, Bishop of Dorking, entrusted 
the ‘cure of souls, which is both yours and 
mine’ to the new incumbent, while the Area 
Dean, The Revd Andrew Cowie, the Assistant 
Archdeacon, The Revd Canon Robert 
Jenkins, inducted and installed Darren - in 
other words, giving Darren possession of the 
temporalities, as opposed to the spiritualities 
of the parish. Churchwardens, Sandra Argent 
and Helen Coulson, were also on hand to 
welcome the appointment on behalf of the 
Parochial Church Council, and Darren’s wife, 
Annilese, read the lesson (Luke 13.10-17). 
2020 Lent Appeal - Our Lent Appeal is in  
aid of the East Elmbridge Foodbank, which 
has had a huge increase in demand caused 
by the COVID-19 Coronavirus outbreak. The 
Foodbank now needs financial help to buy 
food at this difficult time. We can donate  
by donating to our Church account: Esher 
PCC, Sort Code 60-08-04, Account Number 
41150961. Please reference your name and 
Lent appeal. You may be registered for Gift 
Aid, but if not please download/complete 
the Gift Aid Declaration by clicking on link: 
http://esherparish.org.uk/sites/default/files/F
orms/Esher%20PCC%20GA%20declaration.
pdf. Alternatively contact our treasurer,  
Martin Fuller at treasurer@esherparish.org.uk. 
Registering for Gift Aid increases your giving 

by 25%. Please also leave donations of food 
by the tills in Waitrose. This will be passed on 
to the Foodbank. Perhaps we could all leave 
an item of long life food each week or ask 
someone shopping for us to donate an item.  
InSpire - Our Parish newsletter, InSpire, is  
just out. If you want to download or have it 
sent to your inbox please see under Parish 
newsletter heading on the parish website at 
https://www.esherparish.org.uk/?q=latestnews 
Covid-19 (Coronavirus) - Your wellbeing is of 
the highest importance - which is why, due to 
the threat of the Coronavirus and a notice 
from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. 
• There will be no organised public worship 

or events at Christ Church, Esher or St. 
George’s, West End until further notice. 

• Unfortunately both Christ Church, Esher 
and St George's, West End are now closed. 

• We are seeking alternative ways to 
communicate and engage via the internet. 

• There are plans to care for our vulnerable 
members. We are all encouraged to pray 
and give practical help where safe to do so. 

We don’t know how long this disruption will 
last but we know that God is with us and we 
are here to support each other. 
Help & the Parish Office - The office is now 
remote working due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak and is therefore closed to visitors.  
If you need any particular support or would 
just like to speak with someone please do  
let us know via the parish office email and 
telephone. If your enquiry is urgent please 
contact one of our church wardens -  
Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra 
Argent on 07973 909152. If you have any 
music or 'Music on the Green' enquiries 
please contact our Director of Music,  
Stuart Whatton, on 07816 011621 or at 
s.m.whatton.01@cantab.net. Many thanks  
for your understanding. Take care.



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, David Parcell, 
Maureen O’Brien, Jim McCann 

RIP anniversaries:  Janet James, Eileen Martineau, Irene Thompson 

RIP:  Brian Mason, Sandra Simpson and Melanie’s Aunt, Sally Farmer  

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer  
are given below.  

March/April Time Reading 
Monday 30  Exodus 8.1-19; Ps 73; Hebrews 11.17-31 
Tuesday 31  Exodus 8.20-end; Ps 35; Hebrews 11.32-12.2 

Wednesday 1  Exodus 9.1-12; Ps 55; Hebrews 12.3-13 
Thursday 2  Exodus 9.13-end; Ps 40; Hebrews 12.14-end 

Friday 3  Exodus 10; Ps 22; Hebrews 13.1-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  07942 643533   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

 




