
PARISH OF ESHER  
CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END 

SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
Reconciling - Sustaining - Guiding - Healing 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                      15 DECEMBER 2019

WELCOME TO OUR SERVICES 
If you are new to the parish or 
worshipping with us for the first time 
please introduce yourselves to a 
member of the clergy or one of our 
churchwardens or sidespeople.  
This sheet gives some words that  
will be needed in the services and 
notices about the life of our church 
communities. Please do take it home. 

 

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH SERVICES 
9.00am Sung Communion led by  

Revd Sarb Klair  
Music & Hymns  394, 85, 318 (v 1,2,3,7) 

Reading & Prayers Peter Bedford 
Chalice Stephen Lee 

Musician Keith Howell-Jones  

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICES 
10.30am Parish Communion led by  

Revd Sarb Klair  
Anthem O mortal man (Sussex Mummer’s 

Carol, arr. Howells) 
Setting Addington 

Music & Hymns  30, 85, 394, 318 
Churchwarden Helen Coulson 

Sides Debbie Banks, Michael Banks 
Reading Hugh Miller 
Prayers Martin Fuller 
Chalice Karen Harris, Will Stevens 

Musician Keith Howell-Jones,  
Stuart Whatton  

Refreshments Jennifer Meade, Will Stevens 
 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare 
the way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these 
heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 
Amen. 

READING  Isaiah 35.1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory 
of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of 
our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and 
make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do 
not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes 
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall 
leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 



speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall 
break forth in the wilderness, and streams 
in the desert; the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall 
become a swamp, the grass shall become 
reeds and rushes.  A highway shall be 
there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, but it 
shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not 
even fools, shall go astray.  No lion shall 
be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

PSALM  146.4-10 
4  When their breath departs, they return to 
the earth; on that very day their plans perish. 
5  Happy are those whose help is the God of 
Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6  who made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them; who keeps faith  
for ever;  
7 who executes justice for the oppressed; 
who gives food to the hungry. The Lord 
sets the prisoners free;  
8  the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.  
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed 
down; the Lord loves the righteous.  
9  The Lord watches over the strangers; he 
upholds the orphan and the widow, but the 
way of the wicked he brings to ruin.  
10  The Lord will reign for ever, your God,  
O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord! 

GOSPEL  Matthew 11.2-11 
2When John heard in prison what the 
Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?’ 4Jesus answered them, ‘Go  
and tell John what you hear and see:  
5the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. 6And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offence 
at me.’  7As they went away, Jesus  
began to speak to the crowds about 
John: ‘What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind?  8What then did you go out  
to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? 
Look, those who wear soft robes are in 
royal palaces.  9What then did you go out 
to see? A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. 10This is the one 
about whom it is written, “See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.”  
11Truly I tell you, among those born of 
women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 



PARISH NOTICES
Thank you - To Revd Sarb Klair for visiting  
us today and leading our services. It is always 
a joy to worship with you. 

Interregnum Update - We are delighted  
to announce that we have a new Rector 
and we look forward to welcoming him  
in the Spring. Please see the letter from 
our new Rector to the Parish which will  
be posted on the website on Monday. 
A continued thank you to you all for all  
you do to support the parish during this 
period of interregnum.  

2019 Advent Appeal - This Advent we will 
be raising funds for Elmbridge Rentstart,  
a local charity helping homeless people 
(www.elmbridgerentstart.org.uk). Each year 
Elmbridge Rentstart houses and supports 
about 150 people and helps them move  
on with their lives. Whilst Elmbridge is a 
wealthy area, there are many people  
who are homeless or have unstable living 
arrangements. If you can help please use 
the Advent Appeal envelopes to donate via 
our regular Sunday collection or give to a 
churchwarden or sidesperson. Thank you.  

Christmas Publicity - Thanks to Kath Chapman 
and all helpers for organizing and delivering 
2000 postcards to parish residents. Superb! 

New Parish Christmas Cards for Sale -  
Stop press, we have some new cards for 
purchase at a special introductory price of 
£7.50 per pack. Sold as a mixed pack of  
12 cards featuring four images of our  
parish and sold in aid of the Parish of Esher. 
Limited availability. Buy in church today or 
from the Parish Office for this Christmas or 
next!  Many thanks to Margaret Dane and 
Angela Stockbridge for their help with this 
fundraising initiative. 

Parish Funding & Stewardship Campaign -  
A very big thank you to everyone who has 
responded. We now have a 23% response 
rate and we have ten new givers. We have 
reached over a third of our target. If you 
have not yet had the opportunity to do so 
please do consider how you can support 
us and return your form.  Thank you.  

Election of a Churchwarden - We are 
looking for an active, enthusiastic person to 
serve as our second churchwarden, helping 
to manage our churches and supporting our 
new Rector. Nomination forms are available 
in church. For further information, do speak 
to any member of the PCC. The election will 
take place on Sunday 12 January. 

Parish Christmas Lunch & Raffle - We are 
pleased to say £182 has been raised for  
the Parish by Peggy Howell-Jones entirely 
single-handedly. Thank you Peggy! 

Music on the Green Come & Sing Carols - 
Please come and enjoy festive food and 
drink with a chance to sing your favourite 
carols at Christ Church on Wednesday 18 
December (doors open 12.30pm, carols 1pm) 

Festival of Lessons & Carols - Do come  
and join us at Christ Church on Sunday  
22 December at 6pm for this much loved 
celebration of Christmas.  Enjoy some choir 
and congregational carols and hear of the 
birth of Christ and the good news he brings. 
Mulled wine and mince pies will be served 
after the service.  If you can bring mince 
pies, do sign up on the sheet. Thank you. 

Posada Dolls - To make room at home  
for Mary and Joseph for one night during 
Advent do sign-up in Christ Church.  

Please stay for refreshments after the service. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Viola Mason, Stuart Williams, 
David Parcell, Maureen O’Brien 
RIP anniversaries:  Frances Kidd, Nelson McMahon, Eric Bridger 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer are 
given below. All are welcome to use Christ Church for daily prayer. 

December Time Reading 
Monday  16  Isaiah 38.1-8, 21-22; Ps 40; Matthew 16.13-end 
Tuesday 17  Isaiah 38.9-20; Ps 70; Matthew 17.1-13 

Wednesday 18  Isaiah 39; Ps 75; Matthew 17.14-21 
Thursday  19  Zephaniah 1.1-2.3; Ps 146; Matthew 17.22-end 

Friday  20  Zephaniah 3.1-13; Ps 46; Matthew 18.1-20 

PARISH CALENDAR 
December Time Event 

Sunday 15 5.30pm Voyagers, Esher Church School 
Monday 16 7.15pm Choir practice 
Tuesday 17 9.00am Esher High School Christmas Carol Service rehearsal 

7.00pm Esher High School Christmas Carol Service 
Wednesday 18 12.30pm Music on the Green lunchtime event:  

Come & Sing Carols 
7.30pm Bellringing practice 

Friday 20 9.15am Esher Church School Christmas Services,  
Christ Church 

11.30am Esher High School Christmas Service,  
Esher High School 

Sunday 22 6.00pm Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols, Christ Church 
Monday 23 7.15pm No choir practice 
Tuesday 24 3.00pm Crib Service, St George’s 

4.00pm Crib Service, Christ Church 
10.15pm Choir practice 
11.30pm Midnight Mass, Christ Church 

 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church Open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  Vacancy  
 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

All main events at Christ Church unless stated otherwise 


