
PARISH OF ESHER 
CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END 

SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
Reconciling - Sustaining - Guiding - Healing 

 PENTECOST                                                                                         23 MAY 2021
 

CHURCH SERVICES 
St George’s Holy Communion at 9.00am  

led by Revd Darren McCallig 
Preacher Revd Darren McCallig 
Reading & Prayers Bridget Williams 
Musician Keith Howell-Jones 
Christ Church Parish Communion at 10.30am  

led by Revd Darren McCallig 
Preacher Revd Darren McCallig 
Churchwardens Sandra Argent 
Sidespeople Janie McCulloch, Denise Howells 
Reading  Stuart Whatton 
Prayers Jan Sayer 
Musicians Diana Johns, Stuart Whatton,  

Oliver Macfarlane 
 

MUSIC 
Opening Music Plein Jeu, from Suite du Deuxième 

Ton  (Clérambault)   
Hymns 258, 238 (omit v3), 630 
Setting Reneau 
Anthem The Day of Pentecost  (Hal Hopson) 
Closing Music  Marche Triomphale:  Nun Danket  

alle Gott  (Karg-Elert) 
 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Faithful God, 
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation the 
way of life eternal: open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
Have you ever wondered about the 
meaning and significance of the ‘divided 
tongues, as of fire’ (Acts 2.3) in today’s 
Pentecost narrative from the Acts of the 
Apostles? It’s such a striking and peculiar 
image, isn’t it? After all, while there are 
many references in the Hebrew Bible  
(Old Testament) to fire as symbolising 
divine presence or purification, there  
are no references (to the best of my 
knowledge) to tongues of fire. 
However, reading through various Bible 
commentaries this week, I came across  
a possible answer from New Testament 
scholar Herman Waetjen. He points out 
that on at least some first-century Roman 
coins, divided tongues of fire appear over 
the head of Caesar as a sign of royalty 
and even divinity. ‘Son of God’ was,  
after all, one of the titles claimed by  
the emperor. 
With that in mind, then, perhaps what  
we have here is a reminder that (a) Jesus, 
and not Caesar, is the true and authentic 
Son of God and (b) those filled with the 
Spirit of Jesus - those empowered to live 
Christ-like lives - are likewise sons and 
daughters of God. A high calling indeed 
for those of us baptised into the Body  
of Christ. 
God bless,  



READING  Acts 2.1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they 
were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush 
of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as 
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. All of them were  
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. Now there were devout Jews from 
every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and 
was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each. 
Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not 
all these who are speaking Galileans? And 
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs - 
in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What 
does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, 
‘They are filled with new wine.’ But Peter, 
standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you,  
and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock 
in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: “In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both 
men and women, in those days I will pour out 

my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will 
show portents in the heaven above and signs 
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky 
mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood, before the coming of the 
Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

GOSPEL  John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15 

Jesus said ‘When the Advocate comes,  
whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father,  
he will testify on my behalf. You also are to 
testify because you have been with me from 
the beginning. But I have said these things to 
you so that when their hour comes you may 
remember that I told you about them. 

‘I did not say these things to you from the 
beginning, because I was with you. But now I 
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you 
asks me, “Where are you going?” But because 
I have said these things to you, sorrow has 
filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for 
if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come 
to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And 
when he comes, he will prove the world wrong 
about sin and righteousness and judgement: 
about sin, because they do not believe in me; 
about righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father and you will see me no longer; 
about judgement, because the ruler of this 
world has been condemned.  ‘I still have many 
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak 
on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. He will glorify me, because he will take 
what is mine and declare it to you. All that the 
Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he 
will take what is mine and declare it to you.



HYMNS
O thou who camest from above  
O thou who camest from above 
the fire celestial to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart! 

There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return 
in humble prayer and fervent praise. 

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire 
to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up the gift in me. 

Ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat; 
till death thy endless mercies seal, 
and make the sacrifice complete. 

Come down, O love divine   

Come down, O Love divine, 
seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardour 
glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

O let it freely burn, 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my  
   path illuming. 

Let holy charity 
mine outward vesture be, 
and lowliness become mine inner clothing: 
true lowliness of heart, 
which takes the humbler part, 
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps  
   with loathing. 

And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace, 
till he become the place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 

Father, Lord of all creation    
Father, Lord of all creation, 
ground of being, life and love; 
height and depth beyond description 
only life in you can prove: 
you are mortal life's dependence: 
thought, speech, sight are ours by grace; 
yours is every hour's existence, 
sovereign Lord of time and space. 

Jesus Christ, the Man for others, 
we, your people, make our prayer: 
help us love - as sisters, brothers - 
all whose burdens we can share. 
Where your name binds us together 
you, Lord Christ, will surely be; 
where no selfishness can sever 
there your love the world may see. 

Holy Spirit, rushing, burning 
wind and flame of Pentecost, 
fire our hearts afresh with yearning 
to regain what we have lost. 
May your love unite our action, 
never more to speak alone: 
God, in us abolish faction, 
God, through us your love make known. 
  



PARISH COVID INFORMATION 
Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update - 
We are very happy to have Christ Church  
and Saint George's West End open again  
for in-person public worship.  Christ Church 
will also open for private prayer most 
Wednesdays, 10am to 4pm. 

Help & the Parish Office - The office will 
continue to work remotely. If you need 
support, do please let us know via the  
office email and telephone. For urgent 
enquiries contact the Rector, the Revd 
Darren McCallig (rector@esherparish.org.uk 
or 01372 461088) or a churchwarden - 
Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra 
Argent on 07973 909152. Many thanks. 

Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044 -  
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and 
reflections as well as full worship services 
from the Church of England at the end of  
a telephone line 24 hours a day. A Church  
of England initiative (in partnership with Holy 
Trinity Claygate, and Faith in Later Life). 

Call to the Nation - The Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York, Justin Welby and 
Stephen Cottrell, invite us to pray each day 
at 6pm to remember those who have died 
from COVID-19.  For more details go to: 
tps://www.churchofengland.org/resources/
call-prayer-nation 
‘Time to Pray’ App - This app presents 
everything you need, with variations for  
the day of the week and the season of the 
Church’s year. To download the app go to 
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-
to-pray 

ST GEORGE’S SERVICE NOTES 
Welcome!  It’s great to be back together for 
Sunday worship. A few things to remember: 

• Please take the Order of Service and the 
Pewsheet with you. We’ll follow the same 
Order almost every week, so do re-use it. 

• Face coverings/masks are required by law. 
Exemptions are: those leading worship; 
children under 11; those unable to put 
on/wear a face mask because of a physical 
or mental illness or disability; those for 
whom wearing a mask will cause severe 
distress; and anyone assisting someone 
who relies on lip reading to communicate. 

• Communion will be in one kind only 
(consecrated bread) with the priest 
wearing a face covering for distribution. 
Please stay in your seats and the priest  
will come to you. Before receiving the 
bread each person should apply hand 
sanitiser from their own personal bottle 
(we have some available if you have 
forgotten to bring yours).' 

• To make an act of ‘Spiritual Communion’ 
use the prayer in the Order of Service. 

• Sadly, we are asked to not stay inside  
after the service. But, chatting outside  
in small groups is encouraged! 

• Just as we asked you to use the hand 
sanitiser on the way in, please use it  
again on the way out. 

It's wonderful to have you here - thank  
you for coming. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH COVID INFORMATION 
Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update - 
We are very happy to have Christ Church  
and Saint George's West End open again  
for in-person public worship.  Christ Church 
will also open for private prayer most 
Wednesdays, 10am to 4pm. 

Help & the Parish Office - The office will 
continue to work remotely. If you need 
support, do please let us know via the  
office email and telephone. For urgent 
enquiries contact the Rector, the Revd 
Darren McCallig (rector@esherparish.org.uk 
or 01372 461088) or a churchwarden - 
Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra 
Argent on 07973 909152. Many thanks. 

Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044 -  
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and 
reflections as well as full worship services 
from the Church of England at the end of  
a telephone line 24 hours a day. A Church  
of England initiative (in partnership with Holy 
Trinity Claygate, and Faith in Later Life). 

Call to the Nation - The Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York, Justin Welby and 
Stephen Cottrell, invite us to pray each day 
at 6pm to remember those who have died 
from COVID-19.  For more details go to: 
tps://www.churchofengland.org/resources/
call-prayer-nation 
‘Time to Pray’ App - This app presents 
everything you need, with variations for  
the day of the week and the season of the 
Church’s year. To download the app go to 
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-
to-pray 

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICE NOTES 
Welcome!  It’s great to be back together for 
Sunday worship. A few things to remember: 

• Please take the Pewsheet with you.  
• Please ensure the sidespeople have your 

details for ‘Track & Trace’ purposes. 
• Individuals, households and support 

bubbles are asked not to 'mingle with 
others' before, during, or after the service. 

• Sadly, congregational singing is still not 
permitted - Choir members will raise their 
beautiful voices on our behalf. 

• The toilet (at the back of the church) is 
open, but please use only if necessary. 

• The service will be live streamed on the 
Parish YouTube channel. 

• Face coverings/masks are required by law. 
Exemptions are: those leading worship; 
children under 11; those unable to put 
on/wear a face mask because of a physical 
or mental illness or disability; those for 
whom wearing a mask will cause severe 
distress; and anyone assisting someone 
who relies on lip reading to communicate. 

• Communion will be in one kind only 
(consecrated bread) with the priest 
wearing a face covering for distribution. 
Please come ‘up’ the centre aisle and use 
the hand sanitiser before receiving. Please 
return to your seat ‘down’ the side aisles. 

• To make an act of ‘Spiritual Communion’ 
use the prayer in the Order of Service. 

• Sadly, we cannot offer coffee and we’re 
asked to not stay inside after the service. 

• Just as you used the hand sanitiser on the 
way in, please use it again on the way out. 

It's wonderful to have you here - thank you! 

 
 
 



PARISH NOTICES
Annual Parochial Church Meeting - Our 
APCM will take place today at 12 noon 
after the service at Christ Church. Sadly,  
we cannot offer refreshments, so do please 
consider bringing something with you.  
Helping the Parish - Have you considered 
standing for election to the Parochial 
Church Council at this year's Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting? There's always  
a need for enthusiastic and committed  
folks to step-up and play their part in the 
leadership of the parish. You don't have  
to be a theologian, a saint or an expert on 
church matters (though it's OK if you're one 
or all of them!)  All that’s needed is a desire 
to work alongside others in promoting  
the overall wellbeing, practical as well as 
spiritual, of the parish and all its people. 
Please speak to our churchwardens, Sandra 
Argent or Helen Coulson, current members, 
or the Rector, Darren, to find out more. 
Annual Report 2020 - Our 2020 Annual 
Report has been emailed to all those on the 
Electoral Roll. There is hard copy available  
to read at both churches. If you would like  
a copy please contact the Parish Office. 
Electoral Roll - The Roll has been revised in 
preparation for our APCM and is available  
for inspection on the church noticeboards.  
or can be requested from the Parish Office. 
Book Group - The critically acclaimed book 
‘Never let me go’ by Kazuo Ishiguro will be 
discussed on Tuesday 1 June, 4.30pm, on 
Zoom. Contact Revd Jonathan Andrew on 
jandrewesher@hotmail.com or 01372 479776. 

Fellowship Group - Our next meeting  
will be at 10am on Wednesday 2 June 
on Zoom. All are welcome. Please contact 
the Parish Office if you’re interested. 

Parish Giving - Thank you so much for your 
ongoing generosity to the Parish of Esher.  
If you're in a position to do so, please consider 
supporting our mission and ministry. You can 
either donate today or via JustGiving at 
https://www.justgiving.com/esherparish or 
on our new Give A Little fundraising page at 
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/d9f42eab-
78e6-4ce8-880b-215b3f77c260.  
Or to donate to our Parish bank account, 
please contact the Parish Office or Parish 
Treasurer for details and Gift Aid forms. 
Music on the Green - We were very pleased 
to welcome a live audience to Christ Church 
for the first time this year.  Our lunchtime 
concert featured the Fibonacci String 
Quartet. Watch it back on the ‘Music on  
the Green Esher’ YouTube channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs60Ny
s0liNK3Y10JOnMu1w  Online donations 
welcome on our JustGiving page 
www.justgiving.com/campaign/MOTG 

Heart Stones - Here’s an idea: paint a stone 
or pebble with something close to your 
heart.  It could be words of hope and 
encouragement. It could be something or 
someone who helped you. It could be a 
prayer offered for those in need. Then, 
whilst out, drop by Christ Church and  
add your ‘Heart Stone’ to the growing  
line around the building. Who knows we  
might encircle the church with beautiful 
expressions of faith, hope and love! 

‘Zoom’ Bible Reflection & Prayer - All  
are welcome to join this informal Zoom 
gathering at 9am on Tuesday mornings.  

‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Morning 
Prayer continues on Wednesdays at 9am. 
 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien, Viola Mason, 
Jaeseok Yang, Headley Williams, Betty Walker, Geoff Walker, Elizabeth Arnold,  
Sue Lynn, Shireen Sahni, Stewart Henderson, Chris Rowse 

RIP Anniversaries:  Susan Garrett, Michael Gilmore, Peter Dickson, Alice Biden, 
Sheila Haslett, Peter Welham 

RIP:  Jennie Seller, The Revd Graham Shaw  

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Readings for Morning Prayer taken from the Church of England Lectionary:  

May Time Reading 
Monday 24  Job 1; Ps 126; Romans 1.1-17 

 Tuesday 25 9.00-10.00am Job 2; Ps 132; Romans 1.18-end 
 Wednesday 26 9.00-10.00am Job 3; Ps 119.153-end; Romans 2.1-16 
 Thursday 27  Job 4; Ps 143; Romans 2.17-end 
 Friday 28  Job 5; Ps 144; Romans 3.1-20 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
May Time Event  

Sunday 23 9.00am Holy Communion, St George’s 
10.30am Parish Communion, Christ Church 
Midday Annual Parochial Church Meeting, Christ Church 
6.00pm Live streamed Youth Worship Service, YouTube 
6.30pm Youth Group Meeting, Zoom 

Monday 24 All day Parish Office closed (24-28 May incl.) 
7.15pm Choir practice, Christ Church 

Tuesday 25 9.00-10.00am Bible Reflection & Prayer, Zoom 
Wednesday 26 9.00-10.00am Morning Prayer, Zoom 

10.00am-4.00pm Christ Church open 
Sunday 30 10.30am Parish Communion, Christ Church 

6.00pm Live streamed Youth Worship Service, YouTube 
6.30pm Youth Group Meeting, Zoom 

Monday 31 7.15pm Choir practice, Christ Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Facebook  www.facebook.com/EsherParish 
SoundCloud  soundcloud.com/esherparish 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  01372 461088   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk    

 


