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SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY                                                          28 JUNE 2020
 

CHURCH SERVICE 
Service Parish Communion led by  

Revd Darren McCallig 
Reading  Ruth Whymark 
Preacher Revd Darren McCallig 

Prayers Joan Howell-Jones 
Music & Hymns 603, 321  

Anthem Hymn to St Peter (Britten) 
Musician Keith Howell-Jones  

Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
In today’s Gospel Reading (Matthew 16.13-19) 
Simon son of Jonah (soon to be renamed 
Peter) proclaims Jesus as ‘the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God.’ Biblical scholar Tom 
Wright explores the meaning of this moment: 
‘If Peter had declared that Jesus was the 
Messiah, Jesus had a word for Peter as well. 
The name ‘Peter’, or in his native Aramaic, 
‘Cephas’, means ‘rock’ or ‘stone’. If Peter was 
prepared to say that Jesus was the Messiah, 
Jesus was prepared to say that, with this 
allegiance, Peter would himself be the 
foundation for his new building .. [However] 
Jesus isn’t going to build an actual city, or  
an actual Temple. He is going to build a 
community .. people through whom the living 
God will put the world to rights, bringing 
heaven and earth into their new state of 
justice and peace.’ (Matthew for Everyone). 
May we too - by the grace of God - be 
‘living stones .. built into a spiritual house.’ 
(1 Peter 2.5). 
God bless,  

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Almighty God, 
who inspired your apostle Saint Peter 
to confess Jesus as Christ 
and Son of the living God: 
build up your Church upon this rock, 
that in unity and peace 
it may proclaim one truth 
and follow one Lord, 
your Son our Saviour Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, 
keep us faithful to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, 
united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 
and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

READING  Acts 12.1-11 
About that time King Herod laid violent 
hands upon some who belonged to the 
church.  He had James, the brother of 
John, killed with the sword.  After he saw 
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 
arrest Peter also. (This was during the 
festival of Unleavened Bread.)  When he 
had seized him, he put him in prison and 
handed him over to four squads of 
soldiers to guard him, intending to bring 
him out to the people after the Passover. 



While Peter was kept in prison, the 
church prayed fervently to God for him. 
The very night before Herod was going 
to bring him out, Peter, bound with two 
chains, was sleeping between two 
soldiers, while guards in front of the door 
were keeping watch over the prison. 
Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared 
and a light shone in the cell. He tapped 
Peter on the side and woke him, saying, 
‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off 
his wrists.  The angel said to him, ‘Fasten 
your belt and put on your sandals.’ He 
did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your 
cloak around you and follow me. ’Peter 
went out and followed him; he did not 
realize that what was happening with the 
angel’s help was real; he thought he was 
seeing a vision.  After they had passed 
the first and the second guard, they came 
before the iron gate leading into the city. 
It opened for them of its own accord, and 
they went outside and walked along a 
lane, when suddenly the angel left him. 
Then Peter came to himself and said, 
‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his 
angel and rescued me from the hands of 
Herod and from all that the Jewish 
people were expecting.’ 

PSALM  125 
1  Those who trust in the Lord are like 
Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but 
abides for ever.  
2  As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 
so the Lord surrounds his people, from this 
time on and for evermore.  
3  For the sceptre of wickedness shall not 
rest on the land allotted to the righteous, 
so that the righteous may not stretch out 
their hands to do wrong.  
4  Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, 
and to those who are upright in their hearts. 
5  But those who turn aside to their own 
crooked ways the Lord will lead away with 
evildoers. Peace be upon Israel! 

GOSPEL  Matthew 16.13-19 
Now when Jesus came into the district of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
‘Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?’  And they said, ‘Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said 
to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 
Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God. ’And 
Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven.  And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it.  I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.’ 
  



HYMNS 
Bright the vision that delighted  
Bright the vision that delighted 
once the sight of Judah's seer; 
sweet the countless tongues united 
to entrance the prophet's ear. 

Round the Lord in glory seated 
cherubim and seraphim 
filled his temple, and repeated 
each to each the alternate hymn: 

'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven; 
earth is with its fullness stored; 
unto thee be glory given, 
holy, holy, holy, Lord.' 

Heaven is still with glory ringing, 
earth takes up the angels' cry, 
'Holy, holy, holy,' singing, 
'Lord of hosts, the Lord most high.' 

With his seraph train before him, 
with his holy church below, 
thus unite we to adore him, 
bid we thus our anthem flow: 

'Lord thy glory fills the heaven; 
earth is with its fullness stored; 
unto thee be glory given, 
holy, holy, holy, Lord.' 

Thou art the Christ, O Lord 
Thou art the Christ, O Lord, 
the Son of God most high: 
for ever be adored 
that name in earth and sky, 
in which, though mortal strength may fail, 
the saints of God at last prevail. 
O, surely he was blest 
with blessedness unpriced, 
who, taught of God, confessed 
the Godhead in the Christ; 
for of thy church, Lord, thou didst own 
thy saint a true foundation-stone. 

Thrice fallen, thrice restored! 
the bitter lesson learnt, 
that heart for thee, O Lord, 
with triple ardour burnt. 
The cross he took he laid not down 
until he grasped the martyr's crown. 

O bright triumphant faith, 
O courage void of fears, 
O love most strong in death, 
O penitential tears! 
By these, Lord, keep us lest we fall, 
and make us go where thou shalt call. 

  



PARISH NOTICES 
Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update -  
In line with the latest COVID-19 guidance 
from the Government and the Diocese, it is 
hoped that Sunday morning public worship 
can resume in our parish very soon. Please 
keep an eye on our website for updates. 
Your churches are open for private prayer. 
Christ Church is open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 9am to 6pm, and on Sundays, 
12 noon to 4pm. St George’s is open on 
Wednesdays, 2pm to 4pm, and on Sundays, 
10am to 12 noon. There are important 
safety guidelines to be followed and social 
distancing to be maintained. Please read 
the instructions upon entering. Thank you.  

Cleaning Christ Church - There is a need  
for regular cleaning of the church, so do 
please get in touch if you are able to help. 
(Regulations specify that cleaners must not 
be self-isolating or in a vulnerable group). 
Help & the Parish Office - The office is 
working remotely due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak and is closed. If you need support 
do let us know via the parish office email 
and telephone. For urgent enquiries do 
please contact the Rector, the Revd Darren 
McCallig (rector@esherparish.org.uk  
or 01372 461088) or a churchwarden -  
Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra 
Argent on 07973 909152. For music or 
‘MOTG' enquiries contact our Director of 
Music, Stuart Whatton, on 07816 011621  
or fullorgan@cantab.net. Many thanks. 

Parish of Esher Online Offertory - At this 
time of online services, proceeds from 
our ‘Online Offertory’ will be split 50/50 
between supporting the Parish’s ministry 
and mission and helping local charities 
working with the most vulnerable. At the 
moment, that worthy cause is the charity 
Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness 
(https://www.kcah.org.uk), which supports 
people who are homeless or at risk of 
becoming homeless. Supporting this 
organisation is especially poignant at  
the moment as one of its founders, the 
Revd Peter Holmes, Vicar of St Peter’s 
Norbiton, died recently of COVID-19.   
To help, please use our JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Es
herOnlineOffertory or see our website for 
bank transfer details. These are extremely 
challenging days for many people, and  
if you are not able to contribute at this 
time, please do not feel under any 
pressure to do so. 

Shop Online & Fundraise - The website 
easyfundraising.org.uk turns your everyday 
online shopping into donations for the 
Parish, at no cost at all to you. Just visit 
your favourite retailers through the link: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
pccesher/ - and then shop as normal. 

Parish Fundraising via Amazon - You can 
also fundraise for the Parish when you  
shop with Amazon. Support us by always  
starting your shopping using the link 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134847-0 

  



E-Prayers - We have an electronic prayer 
group whereby a weekly email is sent with  
a reflection or meditation idea, a prayer 
activity, prayer starters, prayer requests  
and a prayer for the week - taken from the 
Church of England's coronavirus liturgy, 
Common Worship and the New Zealand 
Book of Common Prayer.  To sign up, 
please email prayer@esherparish.org.uk.  

Zoom Bible Reflection & Prayer - At 9am  
on Tuesday mornings, Becky Warner, one  
of our Occasional Preachers, will lead a time 
of Bible reflection and prayer. It will include 
a discussion of the day’s lectionary reading, 
followed by shared prayer. All are welcome 
to join this informal weekly Zoom gathering 
which finishes about 10am. Please contact 
Becky (rebecca.warner@gmail.com) or the 
Parish Office (office@esherparish.org.uk)  
for the Zoom sign-in details. 

‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Every 
Wednesday the Rector, Darren, leads a 
service of Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9am. 
All are welcome to join. Download/install 
Zoom (zoom.us) on your computer or 
device and also, if you like, the Daily  
Prayer app from the Church of England 
(https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps). There 
is a small fee for the Daily Prayer app but 
service texts can be found on the Church of 
England website for free, and will be shown 
on the screen. Zoom prayers will be followed 
by coffee time (Zoffee!) finishing at 10am. 
Contact Darren (rector@esherparish.org.uk) or 
the Parish Office (office@esherparish.org.uk) 
for the Zoom sign-in details. Thank you! 

Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044 -  
This is a new free initiative launched by  
the Church of England and Lambeth  
Palace with help from Holy Trinity Claygate. 
Following a greeting from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, a list of options includes a short 
talk exploring a traditional hymn, hymns on 
a loop, the Church of England’s weekly 
service and morning/evening prayers. 

Elmbridge Borough Council help - For 
community assistance and information 
regarding Covid-19 (Coronavirus) go to 
https://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/news/coronavi
rus-covid-19-updates/ or call the helpline 
0300 200 1008, or for deaf and hearing 
impaired residents, message 07860 053465. 

Relocation of Foodbank - East Elmbridge 
Foodbank has now moved to the Molesey 
Youth Centre! Food donations can now be 
dropped off at the Centre in Ray Rd, West 
Molesey KT8 2LG on Mon-Thurs 10am-4pm. 
It is not based at Esher Green Baptist Church.  
The Foodbank has made a film about their 
work since the start of the Coronavirus crisis 
which people might be interested in. There 
is a short (3 min) version or a longer (9 min) 
one which features their amazing volunteers. 
Here’s the link for downloading both versions: 
https://makingroomproductions.wetransfer. 
com/downloads/8a4b7ec671ef6705d1d282
5c496cbab320200526161751/793962224a0
dfba34ace36f8b7373ade20200526161751/5
a6877.  Do watch and share. If you’d like to 
help, do get in touch via the contact form: 
https://eastelmbridge.foodbank.org.uk/cont
act-us/ 

  



Music on the Green - Although the virus 
crisis sadly forced us to cancel our March  
to June programme, we are pleased to 
announce that we are working to deliver  
our final concert of the current season as  
a virtual performance to be livestreamed 
online.  We hope you will be able to join  
us in front of your computer on or after 
Wednesday 15 July for a harmonica and 
piano recital by Phil Hopkins and our very 
own Stuart Whatton. Programme to  
include works by Bach, Debussy, Fauré and 
Gershwin - further details to follow soon.  

Choir meetings - Our choir members are 
now meeting up virtually, with a Zoom 
session every Monday 7.30-8.15pm 
during what would be their normal 
rehearsal slot.  It is essentially social time 
though Stuart has now set varied pieces 
as musical homework for those interested.  
Non-choir members can drop in and  
say hello, all are welcome to join;  
please contact Stuart (07816 011621  
or fullorgan@cantab.net) if interested. 

Youth Group - Although Voyagers and 
Pioneers cannot meet, every Sunday there 
is a group Zoom chat at 6.30pm. If your 
young person in the School Year 7+ age 
group would like to join us, then please let 
Dave Whymark (davewhymark@aol.com) 
know and he will give you the meeting code 
and add you to the mailing list for other 
youth information. Thank you. 

Service Recordings on CD - Would you,  
or someone you know, like to receive the 
Sunday morning service recordings on CD?  
If so, please contact the Parish Office or the 
Rector and we’ll do our best to deliver them. 

Parish website - Please do use our website to 
listen to our audio services and to source 
information. All pewsheets continue to be 
posted on the website. Likewise all orders  
of service can be accessed also - look for  
the monthly ‘Sermons & Orders of Service’ 
heading under Latest News. The documents 
can be found in the news item. If desired 
sermon texts can be supplied on request. 

Facebook, SoundCloud & YouTube - Please 
‘like’, ‘follow’ and ‘share’ our new Facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/EsherParish. Do 
spread the word about this and our parish 
SoundCloud and YouTube channels too. 

Pewsheets & Orders of Service - If you  
are not receiving the pewsheet and order  
of service emailing each week and would 
like to, please email Melanie on the Parish 
Office email (office@esherparish.org.uk) 

InSpire - If you want to be sent our seasonal 
parish newsletter, you can subscribe at 
https://www.esherparish.org.uk/?q=latestnews 
The summer issue is due out shortly. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien,  
Alice Coulson  

RIP anniversaries:  Monty Doggett, Jean Rutland, Roy Owen, Enid Mitchener, 
Florence Janes, Eleanor Mitchell 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer  
are given below.  

June/July Time Reading 
Monday 29  Isaiah 49.1-6; Ps 71; John 21.15-22 
Tuesday 30 9.00-10.00am Judges 9.1-21; Ps 73; Luke 15.11-end 

Wednesday 1 8.50-9.30am Judges 9.22-end; Ps 77; Luke 16.1-18 
Thursday 2  Judges 11.1-11; Ps 78.1-39; Luke 16.19-end 

Friday 3  2 Samuel 15.17-21; Ps 92; John 11.1-16 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
June/July Time Event  

Monday 29 7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 
Tuesday 30 9.00-10.00am Bible Reflection & Prayer, Zoom 

on Tuesday mornings Wednesday 1 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 
Monday 6 7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 
Tuesday 7 9.00-10.00am Bible Reflection & Prayer, Zoom 

on Tuesday mornings Wednesday 8 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  01372 461088   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

 


