PARISH OF ESHER

CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE'S, WEST END

Growing together in Faith, Hope and Love

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

CHURCH SERVICES

Parish Communion

Led by Revd William Allberry

(live streamed) at 10.30am at Christ Church (CC)

Preacher Revd William Allberry

Churchwarden Will Stevens

Sidespeople Debbie Banks, Michael Banks

Reading, Prayers | Miranda Fuller, Martin Fuller

Refreshments Helen Griffin, Sia Marshall

Musicians Stuart Whatton, Oliver Macfarlane,
Robert Cunningham

SERVICE MUSIC

Opening music

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland,
Op. 67 no. 29 (Reger)

CC hymns 80, 39, 41
CC settings Addington
Anthem Zion hért die Wéchter singen,

from Cantata 140 (Bach)

Closing music

Herr Christ, der ein'ge Gottes-Sohn,
BWV 601 (Bach)

THE COLLECT

Almighty God,

as your kingdom dawns,

turn us from the darkness of sin

to the light of holiness,

that we may be ready to meet you

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER

O Lord our God,

make us watchful and keep us faithful

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,

he may not find us sleeping in sin

but active in his service

and joyful in his praise;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

30 NOVEMBER 2025

Welcome to the Parish

Our two churches, Christ Church

and St George's, have been beacons
of faith, hope and love in Esher for well
over a century.

Generations have come through our
doors to celebrate marriages, welcome
newborns into our Christian faith and

to grieve their losses - all of it embraced
by the worship and prayer offered

each week.

Every Sunday we explore the richness
of our Christian traditions through words
and music, silence and sacrament.

Some of us grew up in church and have

never left, some of us grew out of church
but are testing the waters again, some of
us have more questions than answers but
whatever the reason, we all belong here.

You can find full details of our services
online. Most Sundays we worship at 9am
at St George's, West End and at 10.30am
at Christ Church, Esher.

We look forward to welcoming you.



READING Romans 13.11-end

Brothers and sisters, you know what
time it is, how it is now the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation

is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; the night is far gone,
the day is near. Let us then lay aside
the works of darkness and put on the
armour of light; let us live honourably
as in the day, not in revelling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and
jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

GOSPEL Matthew 24.36-44

Jesus spoke to his disciples:

‘But about that day and hour no one
knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. For

as the days of Noah were, so will be
the coming of the Son of Man. For as
in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all
away, so too will be the coming of the
Son of Man. Then two will be in the
field; one will be taken and one will be
left. Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken and one
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for
you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. But understand this:

if the owner of the house had known
in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an unexpected hour.

Other Lectionary Texts
Isaiah 2.1-5
Psalm 122




PARISH NOTICES

Thank You - To Revd William Allberry, for
visiting us today and leading our service.

It is a joy to worship with you.

Sunday School - For the start of Advent,
we'll be creating some crafts that remind us
of the ways we can praise and emulate the
person of Jesus whilst we eagerly await the
Christmas Day celebration of his arrival.

Advent Appeal 2025 - This Advent we are
supporting the Lower Green Community
Centre and its vital work helping people in
need. Its Support Hub and Beehive Café is
a popular venue providing support, advice,
an affordable café and a meeting place for
local residents. For details about their work
go to: www.lowergreen.org. Please consider
donating via the appeal envelopes, online
or by card and apply Gift Aid if you can

Advent Course - The course starts this
Sunday, 30 November, at noon in Christ
Church. The one hour sessions will run
over four consecutive Sundays facilitated
by Christine Steeds, based on the book
'Listening to the Music of the Soul' by Guli
Francis-Dehgani, Bishop of Chelmsford.

Eucharist Preparation - Classes continue

on Sunday after the 10.30am service in the
Sunday School room. Please contact Kath if
you'd like your baptised child to participate.

Vacancy Update - We have now shared

the second draft of the Parish Profile with our
Patron, the Archdeacon, Area Dean and PCC
for comments. We remain on track to finalise
by November 30 with the PCC scheduled to
meet on December 16 to seek approval from
our Patron to advertise in January. More
updates to follow as we move forward.

Christmas Leaflet - We still have a few leaflet
bundles in Christ Church to be delivered to
Esher homes. To offer postie help please
contact Will Stevens.

Ann Tennant - As Ann was a much loved
former ringer at Christ Church, our Tower
Captain Ann Battensby and the bellringing
team is dedicating the service ringing on
Sunday 30 November to her memory.

Fellowship Group - The next meeting in
Christ Church is on Wednesday 3 December,
10.30am. Coffee is provided beforehand.

Christmas Crazy Crafts - Crazy Crafts takes
place this Saturday, 29 November, 10am-1pm,
at the Lower Green Community Centre. Lots
of bonkers crafting fun for all the family!

Deck the Halls - Let's launch the festive
season by lighting up the Christmas Tree in
Christ Church at 5.30pm on Friday 5 December.
Do join us for a fun family evening of food,
carols, decorations and Christingle making!

Christingle Service - This service will be on
Sunday 7 December, 10.30am, in Christ
Church. Cathy Heavens, the Community
Centre Manager will join us to tell us more
about what they do. Members of Esher
Church School choir will contribute a mixture
of traditional and modern worship songs led
by their new music teacher Richard Bastock.

Book Group - We're reading The Tortoise and
the Hare by Elizabeth Jenkins. Next meeting
is on Monday 8 December in Christ Church.

Festival of Lessons & Carols - This traditional
service, an annual highlight, will be on Sunday
14 December in Christ Church at the usual
time of 6pm. This iconic blend of Christmas
carols and beautiful choral music is an event
to be experienced.

Organ Open Day - On Saturday 22 November
we threw open the Christ Church organ

loft for several hours in the afternoon and
welcomed a sprinkling of local school
children, as well as some more seasoned
members of our own congregation, to try
out our ‘mighty beast'.


http://www.lowergreen.org/

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Those who are ill: Michael Newbould, Gilly Barrett, Jim Green, George Raine, Katherine S,
Keith Howell-Jones, John Cheetham, Sebastian, Karen Harris, David Gerrard, Katie Clark,
Armand Sarkissian, Louise Tyzack, Caroline Kerr, Phoebe Ainsworth, Ruramayi, Josh Baines
RIP Anniversaries: Frank Dane, Dudley Paget-Brown, Dorothy Bicker, Muriel Ross,
Stephen Semple, Francis Walden, Stuart Williams, George Thirtle

RIP: Jennifer Meade, Valerie Petri, Ann Tennant, Peter John Pownall

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD
Readings for Morning Prayer taken from the Church of England Lectionary.

December Time Reading
Monday | 1 Ezekiel 47.1-12, Ps 47, John 12.20-32
Tuesday | 2 Isaiah 26.1-13, Ps 80, Matthew 12.22-37
Wednesday = 3 Isaiah 28.1-13, Ps 7, Matthew 12.38-end
Thursday = 4 9.30am Isaiah 28.14-end, Ps 42, Matthew 13.1-23
Friday = 5 Isaiah 29.1-14, Ps 25, Matthew 13.24-43
LOOKING AHEAD
November Time| Event
Saturday | 29 | 10am-1pm Christmas Crazy Crafts,
Lower Green Community Centre
Sunday | 30 10.30am Parish Communion, Christ Church
12.30pm Interment of Peter John Pownall
December Time| Event
Monday = 1 7.15pm| Choir practice, Christ Church
Wednesday | 3 10.30am| Fellowship Group, Christ Church
7.30pm | Bellringing practice, Christ Church
Thursday 4 All day Parish Office closed
9.30am Moming Prayer, Zoom
Friday =5 5.30pm Deck the Halls, Christ Church
Sunday | 7 9am Holy Communion, St George's Church
10.30am | Christingle Service, Christ Church

CONTACTS
PARISH OF ESHER RECTOR CHURCHWARDENS
Christ Church, Church Street, Esher KT10 8QS In Vacancy Will Stevens 07505 904089
what3words location ///frosted forum.firms Fraser McGuicken 07342 057763
St George's Church, West End Lane, Esher, KT10 8LF churchwardens@esherparish.org.uk
what3words location ///sugars.hulk.chip HONORARY ASSISTANT PRIEST  DEPUTY WARDEN CHRIST CHURCH
Website www.esherparish.org.uk Revd Jonathan Andrew Sandra Argent 07973 909152
Facebook www.facebook.com/EsherParish 07968 765188 DEPUTY WARDEN ST GEORGE’S
YouTube Www.xoutube.com/ esherpan’sh{ jandrewesher@gmail.com Charles Hawkshaw-Burm 07799 895083
Instagram wwwinstagram.com/esherparish/ CHILDREN & FAMILIES WORKER | SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Kathryn Chapman Alison Mohamed
youth@esherparish.org.uk safeguarding@esherparish.org.uk

Parish Office  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher KT108QS  Tel 01372462282 Email office@esherparish.org.uk
Parish Administrator Melanie Williams ~ Office Hours 9.30am to 3.45pm, Monday to Wednesday & Friday

Live Streaming Please be aware that all services held at Christ Church are live streamed via our YouTube channel.
Please submit information and notices for inclusion in the Sunday pewsheet by 10am on the preceding Tuesday. Thank you.




